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Swiss reop«n embassy fin Tehran 

:GBBRN.ttft.r~TheS«te embassy in the Iranian capita Tehran reopened 
Snaday after being dosed for one week because of a dmtoffiatuTrow 
between the twacoontrie*. The Swiss charge tfaffiura in Tehran, Walter 
^ HaSfer. sdd die visa and foreign interests sections were operating 
-otBTflaftjf- Neutral Switzerland represents the United Saxes and 
lAfrica in Iran. Mr. Hafber said in a telephone interview that Iranian 
pofce were anowmg free access to the building. Switzerland decided to 
.,** the embassy Dee. 29 after Iranian authorities temporarily confiscated 
Hte passport of a Swiss diplomat, Christa Felder, as she was about to 
depan on honeymoon. The movement of other officials were restricted. 
- IhnssForaani Mhnstrv snokMtnim OirM«i u««i. — u n 
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JftHer left Inn Sunday morning. Tensions rose just before Christmas 
. when Sana police arrested an Iranian national on char ge* that be was 
u torched in last August's murder in France of Shahpour Bakhdar, the tele 
^Shah of Iran's last prime minister (See' p° g » 2). 
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O’Connor arrives in Jerusalem 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — New York Cardinal John O’Con- 
nor. visiting occupied Jerusalem Sunday, said relations between the 
Vatican and Israel were “warming.” Cardinal O'Connor held formal 
meetings with President Chaim Herzog. Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
and Palestinian leaders. He said the main issue of his concern in the 
meetings was the progress of the Middle East peace process. But he 
acknowledged the road to peace would likely be long and arduous. "As we 
ay in our church. Rome wasn’t built in a day. And (Mr. Shamir) knows 
that nothing in the Middle East happens quickly,” Cardinal O'Connor 
said alter meeting with the premier. Asked why he was meeting in the 
formal offices of Israeli leaders, when in the past he was barred from high 
profile discussions Cardinal O'Connor said: "Yes, well obviously some- 
thing has changed — hasn’t it?" During Cardinal O’Connor's last visit in 
1987 he was forbidden to meet formally with Israeli leaders and therefore 
restricted his meetings to the residence of Mr. Herzog and the then 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres. 
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Sudan to expel 
3 UAE diplomats 

KHARTOUM, Sudan (AP) — 
Sudan will expel three United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) diplo- 
mats, including the ambassador, 
2 Foreign Ministry official said 
Sunday. The official said that 
Ambassador Mohammad Sultan 
AI$mdy and two other unidenti- 
fied UAE officials have been 
declared persona non grata and 
have -been given four days to 
leave the country. The three were 
uotffied Sunday. First Under- 
secretary Mohammad Osman 
Yassin was quoted by the Sudan 
News "Agency (SUNA) as saying 
be “regretted that things should 
reach such a level between two 
Arab countries.” He said that the 
decision was taken “on the basis 
of equal treatment.” tat did not 
speedy if the emirates has de- 
cided to expel three Sudanese 
diplomats. For several months, 
the Sudanese government has ac- 
cused the UAE of detaining 
Sudanese without charge and tor- 
turing them because the Khar- 
toum government supported 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait. The 
United Arab Emirates has denied 
this charge. 




:!>-t 


f arrests 

3 E5?£$IS3 


CAIRO (AP) — Egyptian secur- 
ity forces have arrested three 
Israelis who Illegally crossed into 
Egypt, a police official said Sun- 
day. The official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said the 
three were arrested on Saturday 
at 5:30 p.m. (1530 GMT) near the 
south Sinai border town of Tabs, 
252 kilometres southeast of 
Cairo. He identified the three 
Israelis as university student 
Eliyahu Tetler, 24, fanner Amir 
Arridor, 21, and Roy Balker, an 
unemployed 26-year-old. An em- 
ployee at the Israeli embassy said 
she knew nothing about the inci- 
dent. 
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fateh official killed 
in Lebanon 

SIDON (AP) — A lone gunman 
Sunday assassinated a military 
commander in the mainstream 
Fateh faction of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO), 
police said. Police said Hosni 
Suleiman has walking out of his 
house in this southern port city 
when the gunman attacked him. 
“He fired two shots at Suleiman, 
killing him instantly,” police 
spokesman said, adding that the 
assaiiant remained at targe and 
the motive for the killing was not 
dear. Several Fateh officials have 
been murdered in recent years 
because of personal or Palesti- 
nian rivalries. 

Turkish police find 
3.5 tonnes of 
chemicals 


ISTANBUL (R) — Turkish 
police uncovered 3-5 tonnes of 

* v. chemicals and bomb-making 

equipment during a raid in Istan- 
, bul, the Anatolian news agency 
said on Saturday. It said 2.7 tonnes 
\ r of sodium chloride, 250 kg of 
potassium chloride, two cases of 
gunpowder, iron bomb fit- 
tings, 220 cartridges, six hand 
grenades and. documents were 
found in an apartment in the 
city's residential Fulya district. 
The agency (fid not say when the 

• raid took place or who the items 
• might have belonged to. 

^ Germany reports 
: £ > rise in asylum 
applications 
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BONN (R) — The number of 
foreigners seeking asylum in Ger- 
many rose by a third last year, 
prompting interior Minister 
SodoK Setters to appeal on Sun- 
day for tougher laws to stem the 
Sow of immigrants. “The federal 
republic's scope for accepting 
such numbers is largely ex- 
kasted,” Mr. Seiteis said in a 
nasaaent announcing the 1991 
figures, “The states and com- 
“fflttifies ar? faced with grave 
Pfobfoms accommodating and 
these many peopte,” he 
sa ^r Aeconfing to the interior 
a record 256,112 fore- 
*&*3&app&ed fen* asylum in Ger- 
®aay last year, an increase of 
®-7per cent over the 1990 figure 
°f 156,063. The number of ap- 
ptiratfons fell slightly in Decem- 
•^r to 23,659 from the November 
S?«n:of29,185. But this does not 
“Blcsfo 'a reversal of the trend, 
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Peace talks remain on hold; 
onus is on Security Council 

King, Arafat discuss impasse; PLO leader 
says no decision yet on Washington meeting 




By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter with 


AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein and Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat Sunday discussed 
the impasse in the Middle East 
peace process following the 
Israeli decision to expel 12 
Palestinians from die occupied 
territories and the Arab counter- 
move to put peace negotiations 
on bold. 

No details were immediately 
available on the talks between the 
King and Mr. Arafat, who ar- 
rived here from Cairo after talks 
with President Hosni Mubarak on 
the Palestinian demand for Un- 
ited Nations Security Council ac- 
tion on the Israeli expulsion deci- 
sion. 

Informed sources said the next 
Arab move depended on the out- 
come of Security Council deli- 
berations over die Israeli deci- 
sion. The PLO has called for an 
urgent meeting of the council and 
it was expected that the world 
body could hold a session Mon- 
day although there was no formal 


‘announcement until late Sunday. 

Israel meanwhile appeared to 
firm up its position that no form 
of pressure would work with the 
Jewish state, which will go ahead 
with implementing the expulsion 
order regardless of the fate of 
peace talks with the Arabs. 

The Palestinian, Jordanian, Sy- 
rian and Lebanese delegations 
have postponed their departure 
for Washington for the next 
round of trilateral talks with Israel 
in protest against the Israeli 
move. The talks were scheduled 
to begin Jan. 7. 

Mr. Arafat, chairman of the 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion, said in an arrival statement 
here that his talk* with the King 
would cover 'important issues 
dealing with the impediments 
Israel is placing in the path of 
peace.” 

“We want to remove these 
obstacles before continuing the 
peace process,” said Mr. Arafat, 
who is scheduled to travel to 
Syria Monday for talks with Pres- 
ident Hafez A1 Assad. 

Mr. Arafat underlined the im- 
portance the Palestinians attach 


to adopting a unified Arab posi- 
tion and inter-Arab coordination 
in dealing with Israel. 

Close coordination and unified 
steps with Jordan were an essen- 
tial part of the Palestinian 
approach, be said. “We are a 
joint delegation and we have a 
joint march, joint aspirations and 
joint hopes,” he told reporters. 

Mr. Arafat was received upon 
arrival by Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker and senior offi- 
cials. 

Later in the day, Sharif Zeid, 
along with other senior Jordanian 
officials, attended a Palestinian 
celebration marking the 
anniversary of the mainstream 
Fateh movement of the PLO. 

Mr. Arafat said earlier in Cairo 
Palestinian leaders were still dis- 
cussing whether to send delegates 
to Wahingtcm in consultation 
with other Arab parties to the 
talks. 

The PLO Executive Commit- 
tee suspended a meeting in Tunis 
on Saturday without a decision. 

PLO Executive Committee 


member Yasser Abed Rabbo told 
reporters in Amman Palestinian 
delegates would only go to 
Washington if Israel reveresed its 
plans to expel the 12 Arabs and 
improved treatment of civilians 
under occupation. 

“The team will not go to 
Washington before the issue re- 
lated to the deportations is solved 
and basis are put to guarantee 
that Israel will adhere to the 
Fourth Geneva Convention dur- 
ing negotiations,” be said. 

The convention provides rules 
for the treatment of civilians 
under occupation. Palestinians 
say Israel is violating them 
through daily arrests and expul- 
sions and its iron-fist efforts to 
quell the four-year-old Palesti- 
nian uprising. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo said he ex- 
pected the U.N. Security Council 
to take a firm stand on the 
expulsions and issue a resolution. 

“We expect them to take a 
stand condemning deportations, 
calling on Israel to reverse this 
process and implement the 

(Continued on page 5) 



Algerian 

Islamists 

prepare 

battle 

ALGIERS (R) — Efficient Mus- 
lim fundamentalists swung into 
action at the weekend for Alger- 
ia's general election run-off as 
divided democrats sought ways to 
block the advance to a promised 
Islamic state. 

The Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS), which took a commanding 
lead in December’s first round 
ballot, sought permission to hold 
dozens of rallies across the conn- 
try. 

Officials in several areas said it 
was the first party to submit a 
campaign programme to the au- 
thorities. 

“We are going to swallow up 
all the seats during the second 
round,” forecast a confident FIS 
leader Abdul Kader Moghiri, 
elected outright for the 430-seat 
parliament last month. 

Other Islamic parties which 
competed with FIS in the first 
round threw their weight behind 
the victor. 

Abdullah Djaballah, leader of 
A1 Nabda, called on supporters to 
vote for die FIS and defend its 
victory. 

Hamas, another Islamic group, 
effectively followed, telling sup- 
porters to remain steadfast to an 
Islamic solution for Algeria. The 
Umma movement on Sunday also 
called for Algerians to support 
the Islamic choice. 

In contrast there was no con- 
certed call for defeated demo- 
crats to swing behind the Nation- 
al Liberation Front (FLN), which 
ruled Algeria as a one-party state 
for nearly 30 years and is the 
fundame ntalists’ main opponent 
in the run-offs. 

More than 40 per cent of 
Atria’s 13.2 mflbon voters ab- 
stained in the first round mid 
nearly a million ballots were 
spotted. 

The FIS triumph — 188 seats 
won outright — came from just 
336 million votes. FIS and the 
Islamic patties now supporting it 
got 3.9 million votes, about 30 
per cent of the electorate. 

The FLN and other democratic 

parties got 2.7 mOKon votes. 

Over 300 complaints have been 
officially lodged, mostly by losing 
parties, over alleged irregularities 
in the first round. Results are 
under challenge in 145 seats. 

Forecasting that the Cotustito- 
tion Canned would reject most 
appeals, FIS provisional leader 
Abdul Kader Hachani told 
Algiers Radio; “Most of the com- 
plaints are without foundation.” 


Israel: No reversal 
of expulsion decision 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israel's 
hardline government on Sunday 
stubbornly stood by a decision to 
expel 12 Palestinians from the 
occupie d territories despite world 
condemnation and a threat to 
Middle East peace talks. 

Cabinet ministers said Israeli 
delegates would travel to 
Washington as planned Sunday, 
though Arab negotiators put off 
their departures in protest at the 
announced expulsions. 

“Our delegation is leaving 
tonight and 1 hope it will find the 
Arab delegations in Washington. 
If necessary we will wait for 
them,” Health Minister Eh ad 

Ohnert stud after a cabinet meet- 
ing. 

“We all know the world does 
art like the deportations and that 
there is almost automatic conde- 
mnation ... no, we wifl not re- 
verse our decision,” he told Reu- 
ters. 

The peace talks, due to resume 
on Jan. 7, were thrown into 
jeopardy when Israel announced 
the expulsions on Thursday after 
a Jewish settler was shot dead in 
the occupied Gaza Scrip. 

Cabinet ministers brushed off 
suggestions that the tinting was 
inappropriate a h e a d of the peace 
talks. 

“Every timing is bad alien you 


do something unacceptable to 
others.. .it (the expulsion) will not 
be at the expense of the peace 
talks. They will come, don’t wor- 
ry,” Mr. Olmert said. 

Religious Affairs Minister 
Avner Shaki said Palestinian de- 
legates were responsible for their 
people's actions. 

“We want to show that you 
cannot at the same time talk 
peace and make violence, talk 
peace and kill people. This is our 
answer,” be said. 

Candidates for expulsion may 
take their case to the Israeli 
supreme court, tat there has 
never been a successful appeal. 

The Ear-right praised the expul- 
sions and called for more. 

“Twelve is too few too late,” 
said Minister- without -Portfolio 
Rehavam Zeevi of the Motedet 
(Homeland) party. 

The European Community 
(EC) Sunday expressed “grave 
concern” about the expulsion of 
Palestinians from the occupied 
territories, called it illegal and 
urged Israel to meet its obliga- 
tions. 

“The (European) Community 
and its .member states express 
their grave concern following the 
recent decision by the Israeli gov- 
ernment to deport 12 Palestinians 

(Continued on page 5) 


Settlers 

block 

roads 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli settlers 
angry over the killing of a fellow 
settler blocked main roads in the 
occupied territories for about two 
hours on Sunday to stop Palesti- 
nians going to work in the Jewish 
state. 

Israel Radio said 15 settlers 
were detained at one roadblock 
in the West Bank after they 
burned tyres — atactic borrowed 
from Palestinian protesters. 

One settler at a roadblock out- 
side Jerusalem said Israel should 
do more than expel Palestinians 
to put down the four-year-old 
Palestinian uprising. 

Israel’s announcement on 
Thursday that it was expelling 12 
Palestinians drew sharp U.S. con- 
demnation and has jeopardised 
the next round of Middle E&st 
peace talks due to open in 
Washington on Tuesday. 

The announcement came a day 
after a settler was shot dead in the 
occupied Gaza Strip. 

Israel Radio said ihe settlers 
voluntarily abandoned most 
roadblocks after about two hours. 

Palestinians closed down Gaza 
shops and businesses in a spon- 
taneous general strike and uni- 
versity students stayed at borne, 
residents said. 


His Majesty King Hussein Sunday receives Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat in a meeting attended by 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 

Iraq to seek higher U.N. -okayed 
oil sales, changes in guidelines 


By P.V.Vivekaztand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Iraq will press for an 
increase in quantity and relaxa- 
tion of guidelines set by the Un- 
ited Nations Sanctions Commit- 
tee for a one-time sale of oil for 
humanitarian purposes during 
talks in Vienna this week with 
U.N. officials, informed sources 
said Sunday. 

“Iraq is likely to drop the 
entire deal if the Sanctions Com- 
mittee rejects its conditions," 
said one of the sources. “It feels 
that the U.N. terms are already 
h umiliatin g and seriously believes 
in its argument that they repre- 
sent a blatant interference in its 
sovereignty,” added the source, 
who preferred anonymity . 

Under a resolution adopted by 
the Sanctions Committee, Iraq is 


permitted a one-time sale of oil 
worth worth SI. 6 billion to raise 
funds for food and medicine for 
the Iraqi people. The proceeds 
from the sales will oe controlled 
by a special U.N. body, which 
will set aside 30 per cent for war 
reparations and a yet unknown 
amount to finance U.N. opera- 
tions related to the Gulf crisis, 
including the costs involved in 
eliminating Iraq’s mass destruc- 
tion weapons and production 
facilities and monitoring the 
Iraqi-Kuwaiti border following 
the Gulf war last year. 

Iraq will be free to enter oil 
export and commodity purchase 
contracts but all deals have to 
Approved and controlled through 
an escrow account operated by 
the U.N. panel. 

The U.N. panel will also super- 
vise the distribution of food and 


medicine to the Iraqi people. 

The sanctions were imposed cp. 
Iraq following its August 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. 

An American-led coalition 
fought Iraq and freed Kuwait in 
February last year. 

Some of the key Iraqi demands 
expected to be tabled in Vienna 
by the country’s U.N. ambassa- 
dor, Abdul Amir Al Anbari. 
include an increase of the volume 
of permitted exports to a minu- 
mum of S2.4 billion instead of 
SI .6 billion and permission to 
operate the Mina Al Bakr c.'l 
terminal in the Gulf, the sources 
said. 

Iraq, which argues that i: 
would receive less than $700 mil- 
lion from the proceeds after the 

(Continued on page 5) 


Arab League to contact rival 
Somali factions to end war 

CAIRO (Agencies) — The Arab 
League agreed at an emergency 
meeting Sunday to appoint a min- 
isterial committee to contact 
Somalia’s rival warlords to pave 
the way for reconciliation talks, 
possibly in Cairo. 

A resolution by the permanent 
representatives of the 21-member 
league agreed to “appoint the 
secretary-general , (Esmat Abdul 
Meguid), to carry out necessary 
consultations with foreign minis- 
ters of member states to set up a 
ministerial committee..." 

The resolution said the com- 
mittee, grouping Egypt, Yemen, 

Libya, the United Arab Emirates 
and the secretary general, would 
make immediate contact with the 
factions in Somalia. 

“(That is) to pave the way to 
invite these factions to an 
emergency meeting held in the 
Arab League building or any 
other place seen suitable to dis- 


cuss the best way to reach the 
unity and stability of brotherly 
Somalia,” the resolution said (see 
related story on page 2). 

The resolution was drafted 
by a committee comprising 
Egypt, Libya. Sudan, Syria, 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Ye- 
men. 

The Arab League also agreed 
to assign the secretary-general to 
open an account to deposit finan- 
cial aid for Somalia and agreed to 
provide the country with urgent 
relief aid. 

UNICEF official killed 

A U.N. representative was kil- 
led in an attack on U.N. offices in 
northern Somalia Sunday, the 
United Nations said. 

Dr. Marta Pompalova was slain 
in an attack in the town of Bossa- 
so, the U.N. said in a statement. 


Bush about to bring $10 billion axe down on Israel 


By Alan Wmw 

Renter 

WASHINGTON — For 
three months, U.S. President 
George Bush has held a $10 
billion axe over Israel's head. 
Now it may be about to fall. 

Some time this month, Mr. 
Bush has to decide whether 
to agreq to Israel’s request 
for loan guarantees worth $10 
billion to help it absoib hun- 
dreds of thousands of Soviet 
immigrants. 

Not even die most optimis- 
tic pro-Israel lobbyist, Jewish 
leader or Israeli diplomat be- 
lieves Israel will get the 
money without stringent con- 
ditions attached and there are 
many who believe the Israelis 
will get nothing. 

“I’m very afraid Israel 
could end up not getting a 
penny. Tin not sure that the 
Israeli government appreci- 
ates bow precarious its posi- 
tion has become in the Un- 
ited States,” said a Jewish 
source, who like others asked 
not to be identified. 

Another Jewish leader said 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 


zhak Shamir believes he 
could continue policies the 
United States opposes — 
such as expelling Palestinian 
activists, as Israel 
announced it was doing last 
week, and budding settle- 
ments in the occupied terri- 
tories — and still get the 
money. 

The Washington Jewish 
Week said last week that Mr. 
Shamir was being advised by 
right-wing political appoin- 
tees in die Israeli embassy in 
Washington that be could get 
the money, even thongh 
American Jewish leaders had 
warned him this was highly 
unlikely if Israel continued its 
settlement drive. 

The newspaper said Amer- 
ican Jews were disillusioned 
with Mr. Shamils policies 
and had no stomach for a new 
fight with Mr. Bush that they 
knew they would lose. 

“S hamir has the attitude 
that somehow God will pro- 
vide and he has to adopt 
hardline policies to deal with 
domestic political crises. He 
may not realise the scope in 
the change of atmosphere in 


Washington,” the Jewish 
leader said. 

The guarantees would 
allow Israel to raise lower- 
interest. longer-term com- 
mercial loans than in other- 
wise could get. They would 
be in addition to the regular 
$3 billion in aid that Israel 
gets from the United States 
every year. 

MEWS ANALYSIS 

Israel first asked for the 
guarantees last September af- 
ter Mr. Shamir rejected a 
request from Mr. Bush to 
postpone presenting the re- 
quest until after the start of 
Middle East peace talks. 

A furious Bush then called 
a news conference to de- 
nounce the “powerful forces” 
arrayed aj^inst hhn — a thin- 
ly-veiled reference to the 
strong pro-Israeli lobby in 
Congress. 

Mr. Bush asked Congress 
for a 120-day “pause for 
peace” before considering 
the request. Israel’s support 
in Coogress melted away in the 


face of his ire and the delay 
was granted — a major vic- 
tory for Mr. Bush and humi- 
liation for tbe Israel lobby. 

The 120 days run out in 
mid-January, U.S. officials 
have avoided discussing the 
issue, recognising that policy 
will be set by Mr. Bush, who 
himself has given no due to 

his thinking 

Israel's supporters in 
Washington are painfully 
aware that many things have 
changed since September, 
almost all of them for the bad 
from Israel’s viewpoint. 

Tbe United States has sunk 
deeper into recession. Senti- 
ment against foreign aid has 
grown in Congress and tbe 
country. Mr. Bush faces a 
tough fight in the New Hamp- 
shire Republican primary 
against candidates running on 
“America first” platforms. 

Meanwhile, Israel has 
pushed ahead with building 
Jewish settlements on occu- 
pied Arab land. In his annual 
budget last week. Mr. Shamir 
bowed to ultra-nationalist de- 
mands to spend most of die 
1992 housing construction 


budget on settlements in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“What is dear is that we 
cannot beat the president on 
this. Whatever is decided 
would have to be as a result 
of an agreement between 
Bush and Israel,” said one 
Jewish leader. 

Diplomats and Jewish 
leaders say Mr. Bush could 
link the loan guarantees to a 
settlement freeze, a request 
that could bring down the 
Israeli government and pro- 
voke new elections which are 
due by November at the 
latest. 

Or he could decide to de- 
duct every dollar that Israel 
spends on settlements from 
the amount of the loan 
guarantee. 

The latter course presents 
the problem of how to calcu- 
late exactly what is spent on 
settlements. Would Israel 
agree to open its books to 
American officials? And 
would Jerusalem be induded 
in the occupied territories? 

“It’s a nest of vipers for 
Israel either way,” the Jewish 
leader said. 


Chad’s army 
reportedly in 
firm control 

N’DJAMENA. Chad (AP) — 
Chad's army is in firm control 
around Lake Cbad after recaptur- 
ing two towns held briefly by 
invading rebels, official Chad 
radio said Sunday. 

France's foreign minister, Ro- 
land Dumas, also said President 
Idriss Deby bad brought tbe 
situation under control in the 
former French colony. 

Bat radio calls for health work- 
ers to report for hospital duty 
suggested that some fighting 
might be continuing in the area 
200 kilometres north of the capit- 
al, N’ djamena, along Chad’s bor- 
ders with Niger and Nigeria. 

The government said Saturday 
that its troops were still pursuing 
rebel fighters although it claimed 
a day earlier that tbe invasion by 
supporters of ousted President 
Hissene Habre had been crushed. 
About 5.000 fighters loyal to Mr. 
Habre fled to Niger after be was 
overthrown by Mr. Deby in De- 
cember 1990. 

Mr. Habre now lives- in Dakar, 
Senegal, but is known to have 
loyalists in his homeland and in 
neighbouring countries. 

A correspondent for Chad 
radio, who was not identified, 
said the fighting .had been 
“murderous.” 

“Tbe ground was strewn with 
| bodies which the peasants desper- 
' ately tried to buiy,” accordingto 
the reporter, who said he made a 
one-day visit to the area Satur- 
day. 

In a preliminary report Satur- 
day, the defence miniary said 400 
rebels and 25 government sol- 
diers had died in fighting that 
began Dec. 22. The fighting in- 
tensified last week after the re- 
bels captured the towns of Bol 
and Liwa. 

The Chad radio correspondent 
said he had confirmed Bol was 
back in government hands, saying 
it was retaken without a fight as 
rebels fled after looting govern- 
ment sugar and textile stores. 

The Movement for Democracy 
and Development, which claims 
to be the political arm of the rebel 
forces, has charged that the gov- 
ernment was tying in saying it had 

regained control around i_a]»e 
Chad. 
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ends with 




•mbs still hostage 


BEIRUT (R) — The U.N. dead- 
line for ihe end of Lebanon's 
hostage ?aga has passed with two 
Germans still held as pawns by 
hi'str.ge-;a!;ers who want Bonn to 
free two Lebanese brothers jailed 
tor murder, air piracy and kid- 
napping. 

Pro-Iranian political sources 
?aid on Sunday aid workers Hein- 
rich Struebig. 50. and Thomas 
?<emptner. 3tJ. would most proh- 
ibit- remain captive until the Un- 
ited Hattons renewed its initiative 

end the Middle East hostage 
r-agu. 

"The situation will remain as it 
it. until ihe United Nations re- 
vives its efforts to end this prob- 
lem. Before that. I don't think 
things will change,” one source 
told' Reuters. 

U.i'i. en\oy Giandomenico 
?icco. who had an unbroken re-_ 
cord of winning the release of 
Western captives on every visit to 
the Middle East for a hostage- 
releated mission, failed to secure 
the release of the Germans dur- 
ing his most recant trip to the 
region last month. 

Javier Ferez de Cuellar had 
wanted all hostages freed before 
he left office as secretary-general 
of the U.N. 3t the end of last 
"year. 

Syrian and Iranian pressure on 
kidnappers of the Germans failed 
:o move the captors on their 
demand that Bonn shouid free 
brothers Mohammad Ali and 
Abbas Hamad i. 

The pro-Iranian sources said 
the kidnappers remained sceptic- 
al of reports that the brothers’- 
fate may be reviewed by Bonn 
once the aid workers were freed. 

?nnn has refused to exchange 
.ihent for the hostages. 

The sources said the case of the 
German hostages was different 


from that of the nine Westerners 
freed by their captors since Au- 
gust- 

"The hostages who were freed 
lately were mainly held for polti- 
cial reasons unlike the Germans 
who were kidnapped for personal 
reasons. This is why Iranian and 
Syrian pressure has failed so far 
to achieve positive results.” one 
source said. 

The kidnappers — the shadowy 
Freedom Stragglers Group — re- 
leased a videotape late last month 
showing the German captives eat- 
ing a Christmas meal. 

In the tape, the Germans urged 
their government to work harder 
for their freedom and said Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl should free 
the Hamadis. 

Although Bonn has repeatedly 
refused the idea of a swap it has 
been in contact with Tehran and 
Damascus, which have influence 
over kidnap groups in Lebanon. 

Mr. Straebig and Mr. Kemp- 
tner were working for a small 
private aid group when they were 
abducted in South Lebanon in 
May 1989. 

They are thought to be held by 
the followers of the Hamadis’ 
elder brother Abdul Hadi. 

Mr. Abdul Hadi is a senior 
security official of the pro-Iranian. 
Hizbollah (Party of God), which 
is believed to be the cover for 
underground kidnap groups. Hiz- 
bollah denies any links to the 
hostage-takers. 

Mohammad Ali Hamadi was 
arrested in 1987 sentenced to life 
imprisonment in 1989 for his part 
in an aircraft hijack during which 
a U.S. navy diver was killed. 

Abbas was jailed for 13 years in 
April, 1988 for his pan in the 
kidnapping of two German 
businessmen in an effort to win 
his brother’s freedom. 


^ sip gr calls on Tehran 

to reconsider Paris ties 


NICOSIA (API — A Tehran 
newspaper has called on the gov- 
ernment to reconsider ties with 
Paris, after France demanded 
Switzerland extradite an Iranian 
wanted in the murder of an Ira- 
nian opposition figure in Paris. 

The editorial came less than a 
week after Paris agreed to pay 
Tehran SI biilion to Settle a long- 
running financial dispute. France 
has been eager to get more busi- 
n-s? in Iran’s mnlti-billion-dollar 
reconstruction projects. 

But the Farsi -language Abrar 
■{the Pious) newspaper said the 
"government is not ready to 
tolerate the presence of France in 
the country’s economic recon- 
struction at the cost of these 
:r.i ■hi." 

\i.i ' j have been out- 
raged e: France for demanding 
en - 'dir. :n from Bern of 

yal r charges he was 

: r/.Vlved :i. the August slaying of 
Suahopur Bakhtiar, Iran’s last 
prime minister before the 1979 
islamlc revolution. 

Mr. Sarhadi, 25, was arrested 
. Dec. 23 outside the Iranian 
embassy in Bern, where be bad 
been staying. 

Tehran claimed the arrest 
violated international agreements 
on the treatment of diplomats. 
Swiss authorities said Mr. Sarbadi 
was net registered as a diplomat 
or embassy employee. 

. In response, Iran began haras- 
sing Swiss embassy officials in 
Tehran. The embassy closed 
town in protest last Sunday after 
2 Swiss diplomat’s passport was 
ccnfiscaied at Tehran airport, 
causing her to miss her flight 
leaving the country. 

Trailer Haffner, the Swiss 
chargeo d’affaires at the embassy, 
said Thursday that the mission 
would reopen sometime this 

7Vga : - 

Tehran’s latest diplomatic 
squabbles with France and 
Swiizerianti follow months of 
painstaking efforts by Iran's Pres- 
ident Hasheroi Rafsanjani to 


change his country’s radical im- 
age and act responsible inside the 
international community. 

Mr. Rafsanjani needs foreign 
investment and technology to im- 
prove the quality of life for his 
people in face of mounting popu- 
lar opposition. He cannot afford 
another showdown- with the 
West, which would jeopardize his 
economic policies. - 

Tehran Television said in Jnly 
that ^French President Francois 
Mitterrand would visit Tehran in 
September or October 1991. That 
visit has not taken place. 

Abrar, a radical, anti-Western 
newspaper, said French news re- 
ports implicating Iran in Mr. 
Bakhtiar's murder, the question- 
ing of Iranian diplomats by the 
French government, and French 
pressure on Bern to extradite Mr. 
Sarhadi “arc not acceptable for 
our nation.” 

The editorial urged the govern- 
ment to "show appropriate reac- 
tion against these hostile mea- 
sures.” 

Abrar also condemned France 
for providing sanctury to various 
Iranian opposition movements. 

It said Tehran should “recon- 
sider the level of its relations with 
a country which is a haven for 

c riminals -” 

Abrar blamed Mr. Bakhtiar’s 
murder on his opponents in 
France, and said the French gov- 
ernment knew this. 

Itt accused Paris of trying to 
“involve the Islamic Republic 
and portray it as the culprit in 
order to cover up the murder and 
acquit the real culprits. 

Anis Naccache, a Lebanese 
now living in Tehran, was given a 
life sentence in France for bis 
botched attempt to kill Mr. 
Bakhtiar in July 1980. He was 
freed in July last year after 
tremendous pressure from Iran. 

Mr. Naccache has said that Mr. 
Bakhtiar was condemned to 
death by the Iranian Revolution- 
ary Tribunal. 



PREMIER MEETS KADDOUMI: Prime 
Ministar Shar if Zed Ben Shaker Sunday meets 
with Palestine Liberation Organisation (FLO) Poli- 
tical Department li *wf Faroufc Kaddomni (right). 
Discussions during the focused on Middle 

FwU peace efforts and the impa«e in Arab-Isradi 
negotiations as weH as the multilateral Middle East 
talks to be beid in Moscow Jan. 28-29. The Sharif 
ZeM-Kaddommi meeting was attended on the 


Jordanian side by Deputy Prime Minister and 
Education Minister Thouqan Hmdawi (left). Fore- 
ign Minister H«ngl Abu Jaber and Minister of 
State for Prime Ministry Affairs Ibrahim Izaed- 
dfne- On the Palestinian side, the talks were 
attended by members of the Executive ComiwHIre 
of the FLO Yasser Abed Rabbo, Srriaiman Nqjjab 
and Yasser Amr, as weC as Palestinian Ambassa- 
dor to Jordan Al Tayyeb Abdul Bahlm. 


U.N. official 
presses Iraq 
on human 
rights 

BAGHDAD (R) — A U.N. in- 
vestigator is visiting Iraq to press 
the government on accusations 
of executions, mass arrests and 
disappearances. 

"There are quite a number of 
allegations of violations of human 
rights... we wfll be trying to clar- 
ify these matters,” Max van der 
Stoel, appointed by the Human 
Rights Commission as special 
rapporteur for Iraq, told Reuters 
Sunday. 

Delegation officials said the 
visit was the first by a U.N. 
human rights team to Iraq. 

Mr. Van der Stoel said he 
would ask Iraqi officials, includ- 
ing Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz, to respond to the reports. 

A U.N. report on human rights 
in Iraq, to be presented to U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros Ghali 
in February, is expected to coin- 
ride with a debate on extending 
Security Council sanctions 
against Baghdad. 

An interim report published in 
November carried charges, some 
of them unsubstantiated, that Ira- 
qi govenunemt troops strapped 
women and children to tanks 
during post-Gulf war Kurdish and 
Shiite rebellions. 

In another incident, it alleged, 
patients in a hospital were discon- 
nected from equipment and 
th r o wn out of windows. 

Baghdad implicitly acknow- 
ledged that patients were thrown 
to their deaths from hospital win- 
dows during ‘the Shiite rebellion 
in March but blamed it on 
Iranian-led insurgents, the U.N. 
said. 

The report charged that Iraq 
bad not explained the disappear- 
ance of 2,200 detailed cases of 
men, women and children last 
tecs is Iraqi government camps in 
the Kurdish province of Erbil. 

Mr. Van der Stoel, who arrived 
on Friday, will travel to northern 
Iraq and the south during his 
week-long visit. 

Two Americans and a Filipino, 
expelled by Iraq on Saturday 
after being held for almost a 
month as suspected saboteurs, 
said they had seen a nine-year-old 
boy in a Baghdad detention cen- 
tre. 

The men, now in Kuwait, re- 
ported seeing prisoners beaten, 
blood-stained wooden clubs in a 
shower and hearing screams. 
They were not beaten them- 
selves. 

Iraq acknowledges that torture 
and beatings take place but says it 
punishes those responsible when 
reported. 


U.S. seeks Gulf oil 
for strategic reserve 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — The Un- 
ited States will ask several Arab 
oil exporting countries whether 
they are interested in providing 
crude for its strategic petroleum 
reserve (SPR), a senior U.S. 
energy official said Saturday. 

Deputy Energy Secretary Hen- 
son Moore told reporters in 
Kuwait he would raise the issue in 
talks with Saudi Oil Minister 
Hisham Nazer and other coun- 
tries on his Gulf tour. This will 
include Oman, Qatar. Yemen 
and the United Arab Emirates. 

"If any of them have any in- 
terest in discussing with us any 
kind of arrangement for a long- 
term or future contract to help 
supply oil for our SPR we’re 
more than willing to discuss that 
with them,” he said. 

SPR was conceived in the 1970s 
to protect against oil price 
shocks. The emergency supply of 
oil, nearly 600 million barrels, is 
stored in underground salt 
caverns in Texas and Louisiana. 

Mr. Moore said Saudi Arabia 
— which last year told Washing- 
ton it could not provide oil for the 
strategic reserve — had never 
begun negotiations on a U.S. 
proposal for the step because it 
did not have surplus crude. 

But he said in the future the 
situation might change. Saudi 
Arabia, now producing about 8.5 
million barrels per day (bpd), 
plans to boost capacity to 10 
million bpd by the end of 1994. 

"That’s something. we’re going 
to discuss if he (Mr. Nazer) is — 
we're not going to push if he’s not 
interested,’’ Mr. Moore said. 

"The situation in Saudi Arabia 
is simply that they need produc- 
tion to earn hard currency for 
government cash flow reasons ... 
but 1 think that m the future that 
may be a possibility,” he added. 

Mr. Moore said he had not 
raised the subject during talks 
with Kuwait's Oil ^Minister 
Hamoud Abdullah Al Raqba be- 
cause Kuwait, still rebuilding its 
oil industry, was even less in a 
position to think about diverting 
some of its crude production. 

But he said a tentative Kuwaiti 
plan to allow foreign companies 
to invest in its oil industry had 
been discussed. 

Mr. Raqba has said the govern- 
ment is considering the step but 
ruled .out foreign participation in 
production. 

“Most companies would be 
willing to make an investment if 
it’s a joint venture ... that may be 
being considered by the Kuwaiti 
oil ministry,” he said. 

“But it’s strictly as I under- 
stand it tentative — there are no 
hard plans yet,” he said. 


Iraq assays U.N. plan 

In another development Iraq’s 
ml minister said Saturday that a 
U.N. Security Council plan to sell 
$1.6 billion worth of Iraqi oQ was 
a violation of the country's 
sovereignty. 

The statement by Osama 
Abdul Razzak AI Hiti came one 
day after the U.S. State Depart- 
ment said Iraq should immediate- 
ly accept the plan so it -could buy 
food and medicine for its popula- 
tion. 

Many Iraqis are suffering be- 
cause of the U.N. economic sanc- 
tions started after the invasion of 
Kuwait Aug. 2. 1990. 

The Security Council in August 
decided not to lift the sanctions 
because of alleged Iraqi failure to 
comply folly with resolutions on 
the Gulf war ceasefire. 

The council agreed to allow the 
SI. 6 billion in oil sales for 
emergency supplies, to pay for 
U.N. relief programmes and to 
begin paying reparations to 
Kuwait. 

Iraq said the proposal would 
not provide enough money for 
food and medicine and that prop- 
osed U.N. scrutiny of the sales 
infringed on its sovereignty. 

Mr. Hiti said the plan consti- 
tutes “an overt interference in 
Iraq's internal affairs and a viola- 
tion of its sovereignty, security 
and independence.” the Iraqi 
News Agency (TNA) reported. 

It said his remarks came during 
a discussion of the Security Coun- 
cil resolutions by a parliamentary 
committee. 

On Friday, State Department 
spokesman Richard Boucher said 
Iraq had ignored U.N. resolu- 
tions designed for it to combat 
growing hunger. 

“We call upon the government 
of Iraq to immediately and un- 
conditionally accept these Secur- 
ity Council resolutions,” Mr. 
Boucher said In a statement. 

Mr. Hiti was quoted as saying 
that Iraq had fully implemented 
its obligations under U.N. resolu- 
tions and “will not accept any 
interferences in what it considers 
its own national and internal mat- 
ters, especially those related to 
the country's oil wealth.” 

He said the United Nations 
now realises that it had been 
“embroiled" by the United States 
into adopting resolutions 706 and 
712 authorising the oil sales. 
U.N. officials have discovered 
the infeasibility of the mechanism 
inherent for exporting Iraqi oil, 
the minister said. 

He also charged that the Orga- 
nisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) has fallen 
under Saudi influence. 


U.N. 

envoy 

sees little 
chance for 
peace in 
Somalia 

NAIROBI (Agencies) — A spe- 
cial U.N. envoy said he saw little 
hope of obtaining a ceasefire 
between waning dans in the de- 
vastateiSomali capital of Moga- 
dishu. 

James Jonah, U.N. under- 
secretary for African affairs, 
made a surprise return to Moga- 
dishu Saturday for talks with the 
leader of one of the factions. 
President Ali Mahdi Mohammad. 

Mr. Jonah told the British 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) m a satellite telephone 
call from the Somalian capital 
that Mr. Ali Mahdi would wel- 
come a U.N. attempt to restore 
peace. 

But Mr. Ali Mahdi ’s rival for 
power, General Mohammad Far- 
rah Aideed, told Mr. Jonah Fri- 
day that any foreign intervention f 
would be an unacceptable intru- 
sion into Somalia’s internal 
affairs. 

A U.N. spokesman in Nairobi 
said Mr. Jonah had left for north- 
ern Somalia as planned on Satur- 
day, but be flew instead to north- 
ern Mogadishu, where Mr. Ali 
Mahdi’s forces maintain a stron- 
ghold. 

Mr. Jonah had hoped to meet 
with both Gen. Aideed and Mr. 
Ali Mahdi on his initial visit 
Friday, but was able to talk only 
to the general in his headquarters 
on Mogadishu's south side. 

The U.N. official said con- 
tinued shelling and a dispute be- 
tween the two warlords over bis 
method of travel within the city 
had made a visit to Mr. Ali 
Mahdfs camp impossible. 

Meanwhile, foreign ministers 
of the Arab League were to meet 
in Cairo Sunday to discuss the 
fighting in Mogadishu, estimated 
by the United Nations to have 
killed or wounded up to 20,000 
people, mostly women and chil- 
dren. 

Hie emergency session of the 
21-member league was requested 
by Egyptian Foreign Minister 
c Amr Musa because of “the de- 
teriorating situation in Somalia.” 

Somalia, a country of about 
seven million mostly nomadic 
people, is the only nation in 
sub-Sahara Africa that belongs to 
the Arab League. 

Mr. Ali Mahdi and Gen. 
Aideed both belong to the United 
Somali Congress (USC) control- 
led by the Hawiiye dan of central 
Somalia, but they represent diffe- 
rent sub-dans and have long been 
rivals. 

The congress named Mr. Ah 
Mahdi president soon after it 
drove former President Moham- 
mad Siad Barre oat of Mogadishu 
a year ago. Gen. Aideed won the 
congress’ chairmanship last June. 

Northern Somalia is ruled by 
the Somali National Movement 
(SNM) of the Issaq dan, which 
also fought against Mir. Siad Bar- 
re. It seeded from the south in 
May and declared itself the inde- 
pendent Somaliland republic. 

Mr. Jonah told reporters after 
returning to Nairobi from Moga- 
dishu on Saturday night: “I have 
to say I am pessimistic. 

“My mission was an explora- 
tory (me, to determine whether 
there is common ground between 
the factions for the United Na- 
tions to play a meaningful role. 
We will have to wait and see.” 

Mr. Jonah said Mr. Ah Mahdi 
agreed that the United Nations 
should send a peace-keeping 
force to maintain law and order in 
Mogadishu. The interim presi- 
dent also told Mr. Jdhah that be 
considered the United Nations 
should {day a role in Somali 
reconciliation. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 

Mubarak refuses to intercede on behalf of author 

CAIRO (AP) — President Hosni Mubarak has refused to 
intercede on behalf of an author convicted of blasphemy, sayiag 
religions most be respected, daily Al Akhbar reported Sunday. 
“The conviction was issued by a judge. If there arc p eople who say 
I should relieve him from the conviction. I say. l am sorry, I cannot 
forget the law. You cannot come and harm religion and then say 
never mind,” Mr. Mubarak told a group of writers at the opening 
of the annual book exhibition Saturday. “If there is a mistak e m the 
law, it will be looked into. But it is impossible to rdkwl Urn from 
the sentence. We have to respect religions.” Mr. Mubarak added. 
He said that the appeal was being "loo ked into ” by the concerned 
authorities. Mr. Mubarak’s discussion with ihe writers on namet- 
ons subjects was reported by ali papers, but only Al Akhbar carried 
his full quotes on the blasphemy case hi its Sun day is su e. No velist 
Alaa Hamid, Ids publisher-distributor and his printer were con- 
victed last month of blasphemy. Each was sentenced to eigbt yeare 
in jail. The convictions, issued by a special security court, can only 
be appealed to the prime minister. Mr. Hamid was judged to have 
erred by writing fictionalised, humourous stories about Islam’s 
prophets. The book, “A Distance in a Man’s Mind” has bees 
confiscated. The conviction has worried Cairo's literary elite. 

Ankara flights resume after fog lifts 

ISTANBUL (R) — Air traffic at Ankara’s Escnboga airport was 
back to normal on Sunday after being suspended for more than 24 
bows due to dense fog, officials said. Flights resumed at 11:56 a.m. 
(0950 GMT), they said. Fog forced cancellations of 24 mtentatfanaf 
and 33 domestic flights. Passengers on early Sunday flights to 
Hanover, Hamburg and Berlin travelled by road to Istanbul where 
charter flights were arranged. 

Turkish major, Kurdish rebel die in shootout 

PAZARC3K, Turkey (AP)— An army major and a Kurdish 
separatist rebel died in a shootout on Saturday in southeastern 
Turkey, the semi-official Anatolia news agency reported. The 
governor of Kahramanmaras province said the dash between the 
security forces and rebels that began in Pazardk was continuing, 
fnH that reinforcement had been asked from nearby provinces, 
Anatolia reported. Kurdish guerrillas have been fighting since 1984 
to set up an independent Kurdish state in southeastern Turkey. 
About 3,000 people, including civilians, security personne l and 
separatist Kurds have died in clashes in the fighting since then. 
There are about 12 milli on ethnic Kurds in this country of 59 
million. 


Frenchman found slain in Beirut 

BEIRUT (AP) — A Frenchman was found shot in the head at his 
home in Beirut’s residential district of Ashrafiyeh, police sources 
said Saturday. A source, speaking on condition of anonymity, 
identified the victim as Vincent Quetel, 53. a bachelor who worked 
on the administration of the French-subsidised Hotel Dieu Hospit- 
al. The French embassy made no public comment on the reported 
murder. The source said the slaying probably occurred the night of 
Dec. 25, and the body was discovered on Friday. His colleagues, 
worried by his prolonged absence, went to his landlady and 
obtained a key to his apartment. “The apartment had been 
searched carefully but no evidence was found about a theft and no 
due to the motive behind the murder,” he added. The source said 
Mr. Quetel was a Christian militant who founded a quixotic group 
calling itself the Federal Union of Middle Eastern Christians. The 
group, little known beyond Mr. Quetel and his intimate fricWfe', 
had distributed pamphlets calling upon the Christians' of the Middle 
East to unite.- But its activity wasf-Hot taken seriously even by 
Lebanon's Christian groupings. 


Baby born aboard Gulf Air flight 

MANILA (AP) — A 23-year-old Filipino gave birth Saturday to a 
2_5kg baby boy shortly before her Golf Air flight touched down at 
the capital’s airport. The mother, Veronica Cordero, said she 
would name her son “Gnlfen John” in honour ’of the airline. 
Officials said Miss Cordero, who had been working as a maid in 
Dubai, went into labour as the plane was approaching Manila on a 
flight from Bahrain and Bangkok. A Filipino midwife assisted the 
flight crew in the delivery, which occurred five minutes before the 
plane touched down. 

Sudan parliament to have 300 members 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan’s new transitional parliament will 
have 300 members, many drawn from the r uling junta and federal 
state authorities, Sudanese leader Omar Hassan Al Bashir said on 
Saturday. He told a new conference the transitional parliament win 
include all 11 members of his military council, council advisors, 
governors and officials from Sudan’s nine states, representatives of 
trade muons and the army, and other national figures. Lieutenant- 
General Bashir dissolved Sudan’s elected parliament, political 
parties and trade unions when he seized power in a bloodless coup 
I in June 1989. He announced the plan to appoint an assembly with 
wide powers in an independence day speech on Wednesday. He 
j said on Saturday the new parliament would take account of the 
country’s former political groups. He said the bead of state will not 
be a member of the parliament He will have the right to **■■»"*** 
the parliament but will have to replace it within 60 days. He said 
because of the civil war in southern Sudan and the tim e needed for 
change, no specific period had been set for a return to civilian rule. 
The military junta wfll relinquish all its legislative powers to the 
parliament, expected to be appointed within a few days. The ruling 
coun cil will confine itself to constitixtional matters and the 
protection of the country’s national unity. A Justice Ministr y 
statement on Thursday said the parliament would have a speaker, 
two deputy speakers, a secretary general and 12 permanent 
committees. 
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A iriatw d y warm front wifi affect 
the Kingdom Monday, (fans bringing to 
an end the froct wavs that meat 
Ionian in the past few dm. It will be 
partly dondy and relatively warm, and 
there wfll be a chance for sc at tere d 
•bowers of nun. Winds wifi be westerly 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds wfll be 
northerly moderate and scascahn. 

MmJMax. temp. 
Amman 2/9 

Aqtea 5/17 

Pesons -2/11 

Jordan Valley 7 / 16 


Yesterday's high t e mp e ra t ur e s : Am- 
man 7, Aqaba 15. Hnawfity r ea d ing s: 
Amman 77 per cent. Aqaba 48 per 
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ZAJfcQA: 

Znqa Govt, Hospital (09)983323 


Zama National Hospital .. (09)900560 
BrnSsa Hospital (04)986732 

AlFEkma Modem Hospdd 

(09)990990 

oumh 

Mnw« R— ma Hm p * il __ (Q2)27S555 
Greek CathoBc Hospital (Q21Z72275 
QaAlNafeesHoqpnal. — (02)247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

nit uri b raari an h snppBcd by Royal 
Jdftfautiafl (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Qmxo Afia IntematiooMl 
Airport TtL (08)53200-5, where it 
shook! always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1) 


9M ........................ Da m a s cus (RJ) 

905 Riyadh (RJ) 

90S Jeddah (RJ) 

KM Dhabrau (RJ) 

Mf LunacafRlj 

MS Dubai, Abu Dhabi (Rj) 

M38 Beirut (RJ) 

1*25 Bangkok (RJ) 

1746 Onto (RJ) 

IMS ...... — Istanbul (RJ) 

Lfc56 Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 

Yerevan (RJ) 


Other Carriers (Terminal 2) 

120V .-. Cairo (MS) 

i3M Abn Dhabi. Doha (GF) 

XMN Paris (AF) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

MU5 Beirut (RJ) 

113V — Montreal Mew York (RJ) 

1MV - Istanbul (RJ) 

lhl5 London (RJ) 

12*5 Rrankfint (RJ) 

1MV — Cairo (RJ) 

13sM Yerevan (RJ) 

MdV ... Moscow (Rj) 

2fc30 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

2M5 Dubai, Abn Dhabi (RJ) 

2U5 Muscat (Rj) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

V ** 15 Beirut (ME) 

I** - Cairo (MS! 

1*15 Paris. (AF) 


Uppa/kmer price , 
Apple 


Carrot 

Casfifiowr 

Cucumbers (huge) 
Cueumbera (small) 


Grapefruit ........ 

Grapes 

Lemon ....... 


Marrow (inmB) 

Okra 

Olives 

Onion (dry) 


Pepper 0**) .... 
Pepper (sweet). 
Potato 


500 / 450 
550/500 
460 / 400 
180/120 
. 22V 160 
. 340/280 
250 / 200 
600 / 500 
240/180 
650/S50 
180/120 
900 / 800 
160/120 
wo rm 

350/300 
800 / 700 
800 / 700 
180/120 
440/280 
500/400 
400 / 350 
350/ 300 
600/500 
. 160/120 
440/380 


Us> 


Sanaa (RJ) 
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Arab agricultural organisation 
■to help member states achieve 
*ood security, official says 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan is 
Making part in the ministerial 
Meeting of the Arab Organisation 
wor Agricultural Development 
KAOAD) due to open in Khar- 




■ Sudanese officials tour country 

AMMAN (Petra) — Sudanese Trade and Supply Minister 
Ibrahim UbeklaHah and State and Expatriates Minister Othman 
Mahjoub visited Sunday the Sahab Industrial City. The two 
Sudanese ministers were briefed by Fayez Subeimat, the director 
general of the Industrial Estates Corporation, on the establish- 
ment and development of the corporation and the services it 
provides for industrialists. The visiting ministers were accompa- 
nied on the visit by Secretary General of the Ministry of Trade 
and Industry, Marwan A wad. The two ministers also visited the 
jf Industrial Development Bank (IDB) where they were briefed by 
5 Director General Taber Ka " asn on the facilities the bank 
^provides to encourage the industrial sector in Jordan. The 
'-Sudanese ministers also visited A1 Intaj Food and Detergents 
p Manuf ac t urin g Company and toured its various secti o ns and 
I departments. 

" Jordan Valley to mark Arbour Day 

AMMAN (Petra) — The northern Jordan Valley region wfl] mark 
Arbour Day on Jan. 28, the district's celebrations committee 
decided Sunday. The mam celebration of the occasion will be held 
at the north Jordan Valley region girls Secondary School. On the 
• the district’s Agriculture Department has distributed 

7,245 citrus tree saplings, 50.000 grapevine saplings and 50,000 
$ forest tree s a p lin gs to citizens and government departments in the 
$ district. According to the director of the department, Mustafa 
I AbuZeid, about 167,000 forest tree saplings will be planted in an 
| a*ea of 753 rf n nnmB near Wadi A1 Arab Dam. 

Legal Committee approves law 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Legal Committee at the Lower House erf 
Parliament held a meeting Sunday under the chair m a n s hip of 
Deputy Hussein Mjalli. The approved the 1990 Money 

Exchange Law as its was referred to it from the government after 
undergoing s ev e r a l amendments. The committee also approved 
Temporary Law No. 52 for 1989 and Temporary Law No. 9 for 
!*■ 1989, both regulating money exchange. The co mmi t te e will meet 
[again on Mo nday to discuss the 1991 Political Parties Law and 
gTemparary laws No. 49, 11, 24 and 27, all amend m en t s to the 
ptoyal Jordanian Law. 

footing place for Palestinian pilgrims, 
femlUesarranged 

AMMAN (Petra) — Relatives of Palestinian pilgrims who left for 
Saudi A rabia recently to perform A1 Onnra pilgrimage can receive 
•them in the'pSgrims city in Nimreen Valley as of today, according 
t&im anno uncement by the Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic 
ftffiifeg. The mostly said that those pflgrims. all from Palestinian 
Miocamed hi 1948, wiD leave to the occupied WeaBankvm 
Fjipct Mohammad Bridge instead of King Hussein Bndge, which 
wasdosed because of the rising level of water in the Jordan River 
bjinsOl of the - floods and storms which swept the region 

pftkj^uation ceremony held 

^AMMAN (Petra) — A ceremony was held Sunday at Queen 
tM&flL-Avhta Cbflege to edebrate the graduation of a 
in the affairs of civil aviation, aD from the 
fobiaatrC&vil Aviation Department, from a course at the 

ivw ■ - • 



JORDANIAN-CANADIAN RELATIONS REVIEWED: Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zdd Ben SMtir received in his office Sunday Canada’s 
Defence Minister M. Masee, who is now on a tour of the Middle East 
region. Dmkag the m eet in g, attended by Deputy Prime Minister and 
Mwrini Minister Thonqan Hind a wi, the two sides reviewed 
relations between r — ^ and Jordan and means for boosting 
bBateral cooperation ta various fields. According to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, the pr im e minister and the Canadian minister 
rev i e w ed the latest develo pm ents in the Middle East region. The 
prime minister also met Dr. Tayseer Abdul Jaber, executive 


secretary of the U.N. Economic and Social Commission for Western 
Asia (ESCWA), for a discussion on ESCWA’s activities in Jordan. 
Dr. Abdul Jaber expressed ESCWA’s appreciation for the facilities 
offered to the organisation in Jordan by the government. In the past 
year, ESCWA established its regional office on a tem p orary bads in 
Amman in view of the current embargo on Iraq, which hosts the 
permanent regional office. Dr. Abdul Jaber briefed the prime 
minister on ESCWA’s preparations to hold its general ministerial 
meeting in Bahrain next April. 


Rescue crews continue to help residents, 
evacuate 400 tourists from Petra 


By Elia NasraOah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The ordeal of 

20,000 inhabitants of the 
southern town of Wadi Mousa, 
cut off from the world by the 
mow without electricity and 
fuel since last Wednesday, was 
due to end Sunday evening 
thanks to the efforts of the 
Jordan Electricity Authority 
(JEA). 

Repair teams are deter- 
mined to restore electric power 
to the town and the other small 
villages around it even if they 
have to work through the event 
ing to accomplish the task, said 
JEA Director ^Gener^j 
Mohammad Saeed Arafefa. 

He told the Jordan Times 
that several repair teams were 
trying to erect five high voltage 
pylons and electric posts 
knocked down by the snow 
storm. 

The poles are located in high 
terrain and cannot be reached 
by vehicles, forcing the work- 
ers to carry their equipment, 
inducting scales and ladders, in 
order to accomplish their task, 
Mr. Arafqh said. 

Mr. Arafeh said that the' 
JVA was trying to restore elec- 
tricity to all regions. Isolated 
cases of not still having elec- 
tricity still remain in the Am- 
man and Irfnd areas besides 
the heavy tasks in the south, 
which was the worst affected 
region. Everything will be res- 
tored to normal by Tuesday 
morning, Mr. Arafeh said. 

Earlier, Wadi Mousa resi- 
dents told the Jordan Times 
that the lade of electric power 
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Mohammad Saeed Arafeh 

has rendered the local petrol 
station useless, which meant 
that the town was without elec- 
tricity and fuel. The callers said 
that only the Forum Hotel in 
Petra was functioning because 
in has its own power generator. 

The callers said that Civil 
Defence Department (CDD) 
crews were busy at work 
reopening blocked roads and 
rescuing stranded citizens but 
could not provide the gener- 
ator for the petrol station. 

As relief and rescue opera- 
tions were continuing, about 
400 European tourists were re- 
ported to have been air lifted 
to safety from the ancient 
Nabatean dty of Petra after 
bring marooned by snow. Pet- 
ra is next to Wadi Mousa in the 
southern regions of Jordan, ‘ 
which was blanketed by heavy 
mow in the past week. 

According to informed 


Yanal Hiirmnt 


sources, the visitors were visit- 
ing Petra when they were be- 
sieged by the snowstorms. 
Tourism Minister Yana! Hik- 
mat said that by Monday all 
the European tourists will have 
been evacuated from the 
ancient Nabatean city. 

“We are flying them to a 
nearby town where buses take 
them to Amman,’* said the 
minister, adding that he ex- 
pected the operation to be 
completed in 24 hours. 

According to the minister, 
the Armed Forces and the 
Jordanian Royal Air Force as 
well as the Ministry of Public 
Works were involved in ensur- 
ing the safe return of the tour- 
ists. 

The 400 tourists, be said, 
had spent the past five days in 
the Forum Hotel in Petra. 
Ministry of Tourism Secretary 
General Nasri Atallah stressed 





PALESTINIAN ANNIVERSARY — Prime Minister 
Sharif Zdd Ben Shaker Smday inaugurated the 
festival held by (be embassy of the State of 
Bdsthe to mark the 27th ann iver sa ry of the 
Palestinian revelation. Addressfag the audience, 
the PafestbdaA ambassador to Jordan, A1 Tayyefa 
Abdnl Rahim* stressed the importance of 
Jordanfen-PalestiniBa coortimatioa, saying that ft 
stents from the nniqae Jardmta-Pfckstfnin rda- 
ftmMy Abo, add res si ng the a udi enc e was Dr. 
MMadooh A1 Ahfaaffl, « hah man of the Jordanian 
Popular Committee for Su p por ti ng the Palesti- 


nian Intifada, who failed the Pakstinian struggle 
and said that the < nminitfrr has dona t ed JD 5 
nJhn to support the health sector in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip. Head of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) Pofitfeal 
Department Farooq Qaddoond addressed the 
festival, saying that Palestinian parttefoation to 
the peace process fa to fine with d eri sio ns adopted 
at the Algiers meetings of the PLO Executive 
Committee and the Palestine National CounriL He 
infai Jordanian Pa l rrrtininn coordination and 
s tr es s ed the need for farther mhanring it. 


that ail of them are safe. Mr. 
Atallah, who was asked to go 
to Petra Sunday to supervise 
the evacuation rescue of the 
tourists, told the Jordan Times 
from Petra that the tourists 
were flown Sunday by helicop- 
ters to the nearby town of 
Athroh, where 300 of them 
were put on board buses on the 
way to Ammai:. 

Mr. Atallah said that the 
tourists were of French, Brit- 
ish, Italian, German, Amer- 
ican and Austrian origin. 

Meanwhile, the Armed 
Forces. CDD crews and other 
concerned de partm ents Sun- 
day were still busy reopening 
roads in the south. However, 

' the Jordan Times received re- 
peated complains about the 
failure of the municipal ser- 
vices to help reopen side roads 
in Abu Ntiseir, Sweileh and 
western Amman districts. 

The callers said that side 
roads were still blocked, pre- 
venting people from venturing 
out or going to work in their 
own cars. For example, inhabi- 
tants of the Wadi Seer and 
Sweifieh regions, two of the 
most affected areas in the snow 
storm, were given the Opera- 
tions Room telephone number 
811021 to call for help. Some 
callers said there was no re- 
sponse from that number Sun- 
day. 

Meanwhile, the Public Security 
Department (PSD) announced 
Sunday that the Amman Gov- 
ernorate witnessed a total of 346 
road accidents resulting in one 
totality during the past snow- 
storm. It said 690 vehicles were 
involved in these accidents. 


Rising 

Jordan 

River 

delays 

archbishop 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — The flood waters of the 
River Jordan held back the 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
when he tried to travel to 
Jerusalem on Sunday. 

“The Jordan has flooded its 
banks and the Allenby Bridge 
is impassable. They’re on their 
way to the Bridge now,” Brit- 
ish embassy Chaplain John 
Parkinson told Reuters. 

Archbishop George Carey 
was due to attend a religions 
service in Jerusalem at 11 a.m. 
But it was delayed until 1 p.m. 
by which time it was hoped the 
archbishop would be safely 
across the river from Jordan. 

It was not immediately 
known if Dr. Carey made it to 
Jerusalem or returned to Am- 
man. 


Correction 

Due to an editing error, 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
George Carey was incorrectly 
identified as New York Car- 
dinal John O’Connor in the 
photo captions on pages 1 and 
3 of Sunday’s issue. The Jor- 
dan Times regrets the error. 


1991 real estate 
revenues jump 

42% over 1990 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Revenues 
from sales of land and other real 
estate during 1991 registered an 
increase of 42 per cent over those 
of 1990, largely due to increased 
activity attributed to an influx 
into die Kingdom of thousands of 
Jordanian and Palestinian ex- 
patriates from Kuwait or the 
other Gulf states, according to 
Department of lands and survey 
Director AJJ AJ Gharaibeb 

'Mr. Gharaibeb said his depart- 
ment’s revenues from the 10 per 
cent charge on sales amounted to 
JD .41,755,269 in 1991 compared 
to JD 24,004,873 in the previous 
year. 

The buying and selling activi- 
ties during the past year exceeded 
all expectations, be said. The 
peak of activities occurred in the 
summer when the greatest num- 
ber of transactions were con- 
cluded, Mr. Gharaibeh said. 

He noted that most real estate 
sold was to Amman and Zarqa 
regions and the buyers were 
mainly expatriates returning for 
permanent settlement. Hundreds 
of thousands of people converged 


on Jordan in the wake of the Golf 
crisis, many of whom had no 
homes or land. 

According to Mr. Gharaibeh, 
the political stability in the King- 
dom, the stable exchange rate of 
the Jordanian currency and other 
factors helped to boost the sale of 
land and homes during the past 
year. 

Many of the expatriates were 
also reported starting their own 
businesses, but the majority 
turned their attention to land and 
nousing, he said. Mr. Gharaibeb 
expressed hope that the new year 
1992 will witness more sales of 
real estate in view of the im- 
proved economic political and 
social atmosphere in the King- 
dom. 

A survey conducted by the 
National Centre for Educational 
Research and Development last 
month revealed that out of 

100.000 expatriates, half wanted 
to invest in real estate, trade, 
industry and agriculture. 

Less than 30 per cent of the 

300.000 returnees bad owned 
homes before their return to the 
Kingdom, the survey found. 


Pakistani prime minister calls 
for stronger ties with Jordan 


ISLAMABAD (Petra) — Pakis- 
tani Prime Minister Mohammad 
Nawaz Sharif lauded Jordanian 
Pakistani relations Sunday and 
described them as brotherly and 
strong. 

Speaking upon receiving Faleh 
A1 Tawil, Jordan’s ambassador to 
Pakistan, the expressed Pakis- 
tan’s desire to further bolster 
Jordanian Pakistani relations, 
especially in economic fields. 

For his part, the ambassador 
presented a briefing on the 
ongoing peace efforts to end the 
Arab- Israeli conflict and the 
Palestine problem. 

Mr. Tawil also discussed with 
the Pakistani prime minis ter pros- 
pects for increasing bilateral 
cooperation in economic and 
trade fields as well as in matters 
related to science and industry. 
Mr. Tawil said that Pakistani 
investors and joint Jordaman- 
Paktstani ventures can benefit 
from the privileges and incentives 
offered in the Kingdom through 
the free zones. 

The premier voiced his full 



Mohammad Nawaz Sharif 

backing to cooperation with Jor- 
dan in the field of bolstering ties 
between the two countries. He 
also requested that the ambassa- 
dor convey greetings wishing Jor- 
dan continued progress and 
prosperity to His Majesty luing 
Hussein, His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan and the 
Jordanian people. 


Protestors deplore U.N 
embargo on Iraq 


AMMAN (Petra) — Three peo- 
ple representing protestors who 
are staging a sit-in to front of the 
United Nations office in Baghdad 
held a press conference at the 
Professional Associations Com- 
plex here. 

They described the suffering of 
the Iraqi people as a result of the 
embargo imposed on Iraq. The 
three protestors said they will be 
touring a number of Arab coun- 
tries to deliver messages to repre- 
sentatives of diplomatic missions 
there. 

They called on the Arabs to do 
their most to provide assistance 
and immediate aid to the Iraqi 
children and to the aged Iraqi 
people who are suffering as a 


result of the U.N. sanctions on 
Iraq. 

TTiey noted that 18,000 Iraqi 
children are at risk of dying any 
minute because of the embargo. 

“They said they sent memoran- 
da to die foreign embassies in 
Amman calling on them to work 
for lifting the embargo on Iraq. 

Last week, a group of 20 peo- 
ple staged a sit-in in front of the 
United Nations offices in 
Shmeisani in Amman to protest 
the embargo on Iraq and demand 
an early action to lift it. 

Two of the group went on a 
hunger strike for several days 
until their health conditions de- 
teriorated. The two were admit- 
ted to hospital last Sunday. 


Bad weather further 
postpones examinations 


AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy 
Prime Minister and Education 
Minister Thouqan A1 Hindawi 
Sunday decided to postpone to 
Tuesday the first subject of the 
General Secondary Certificate 
Examination which was supposed 
to be held today. 

The postponement decision 
was made due to the current 
weather situatio prevailing in 
the country. The examination 
seasons will be held at 10:00 a.m. 

In days where there are two 
sessions, particularly for the 
vocational brandies, the second 
session mil be held at noon. The 


minister said the postponement 
decision only affects the previous- 
ly scheduled Monday session. 
The remaining sessions will be 
held according to schedule, he 
said. 

In another development, the 
University of Jordan de- 
cided to postpone bolding the 
examinations scheduled for 9:00 
a.m. Sunday and Monday to 
11:00 a.m. on the same days. 
Examinations previously sche- 
duled for 2:00 p.m. or 3:00 p.m. 
will now be held at 3:30, accord- 
ing to the University of Jordan 
general registrar. 


Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation 

cordiaffy invites you to 
the opening of an exhibition 
of paintings by 

Wijdan 

Franco de Courten 

6:00 p.m. on Monday January 6, 1992 
at Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation Gallery 
The exhibition will continue 
through January 28, 1992 
Saturday-Wednesday 10:00 a.m.-5:00 pm 
Thursday 10:00 a_m.-8:00 p.m. 
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THE HARSH weather conditions that hit Jordan 
5b the past five days were certainty abnormal. 
This sari of weather, like last year’s flood in the 
soiafch of the country, only occurs once in decades. 
Yet, the snowstorm and last year’s floods have 
both resulted in great Bosses, both in life and 
property. Not only that, but until the writing of 
these words, whole towns and small communities 
were cut of? from the rest of the country. For the 
last five days, many thousands of people have had 
no electricity or heating fuels. Why did roads 
collapse in last year’s floods and why were power 
lines cut by this year’s snowstorm? Officials were 
heard at both occasions as saying that roads and 
power Sines were not designed to withstand such 
harsh conditions. Why? One would have thought 
"'hat a country that invested billions of dinars on 
.3 Infrastructure would have taken such extreme 
conditions into consideration to ensure that such a 
huge investment was not wasted. 

We do appreciate the efforts of so many 
individuals and the concerned authorities. Many 
people worked very hard day and night in very 
harsh conditions to rescue people, to extend help 
to stranded motorists, lift supplies to isolated 
regions, connect power lines and to dear roads. 
Each one of those brave people deserve praise and 
rewards. However, the feeling of many people is 
that while the media highlighted official achieve- 
ments, it overlooked the people’s plight. 

From the floods of the Jordan Valley in 1989 to 
the floods in the south m 1990 to this year’s 
snowstorm, there has been one pattern. Once the 
“situation” is over, it gets forgotten. No one 
bothers to evaluate it or find out its real causes or 
if there were any shortcomings on behalf of 
individuals or institutions. This year’s snowstorm 
and the miseries it wrought on some people might 
still ah be repeated without the benefit of experi- 
ence. Unfortunately, it seems that this is the 
attitude by which we face ah our concerns and 
problems. 

With changes — even weather changes — 
happening all around us, we need to adapt our 
ways of thinking, of doing things and of respond- 
ing to events. We cannot afford hut do that. Life 
itself as change, and unless we emulate it, we will 
be left behind. 
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IT WAS only natural for Jordan, Syria and Lebanon to take the 
decision to delay their presence in Washington for another session 
of the Middle East peace talks in view of Israel's expulsion of the 
12 Arab citizens from their Palestinian homeland, said A1 Ra'i 
Arabic daily Sunday. How can these countries and the Palestinian 
delegation embark on talks for peace with Israel at a rime when 
the Israelis are escalating their atrocities against the Palestinian 
population and building settlements on Arab lands, asked the 
daily. It said that these parries realise too well that Israel does not 
want peace and it is doing all it can to abort the peace process. 
The decision to delay going to Washington was in line with the 
Arab countries’ efforts to safeguard higher national interests, 
displaying a unity of stand and determination to provide support 
for the Palestinian people in their just struggle to end Israel's 
occupation of their lands, said the paper. Israel's expulsion of 
Arab citizens, its escalation of repression against the Arabs in 
Palestine, its disregard of U.N. resolutions and its settlement 
programmes for which it has allocated vast sums in the 1992 fiscal 
budget, are all indications of the Jewish state's lack of interest to 
readi peace with its Arab neighbours and its total indifference to 
the U.N. resolutions which rail for exchanging land for peace, 
added the daily. Israel's atrocities, the paper said, should help 
pool the Arab countries’ resources and forces for the sake of 
helping the Palestinians regain their usurped lands and their 
freedom. 

A columnist in Saw! A1 Shaab daily Sunday bitterly criticised 
mosque preachers during last Friday’s prayers for launching an 
attack on the non-Islamist groups in Jordan, accusing them of 
being inridels. It is natural for the Islamists to be joyful over the 
success of their Islamists friends in Algeria's general elections, but 
expressing joy should not prompt the Islamists in Jordan to 
defame the other political parries, said Ahmad Dhfiban. Ihe writer 
said that some preachers had expressed their delight over the 
success of the Algerian Tslamists in a manner that is harmful to the 
concept of democracy, showing hatred towards the other political 
groups. The writer reminded the Jordanian Islamists and the 
mosque preachers that the Muslim Brotherhood, like the other 
political groups in Jordan, have endorsed the National Charter 
which guarantees democracy and political pluralism, and said that 
it was democracy which helped the Islamists acquire parliamen- 
tary seats in the general elections of 1989. D hi ten said that the 
Jordanian Islamists’ reaction to the Algerian election results 
caused apprehension and fear that once the Islamists have seized 
power in a country they would embark on measures to stifle the 
voice of the other groups and so nip democracy in the bud. He 
said the mosque pulpits should not be exploited by those elements 
who try to cause harm to the national interests. 



s time the West acted 


MAYBE it is still premature to start thinking in terms of the 
possible era when the peace process in the Middle East may come 
to a complete halt. Yet. there is at least a 50-50 chance that the 
peace talks would become deadlocked over the hard core issues 
that separate the two sides, especially with regard to the territorial 
dimension on which Israel is apparently unwilling to offer any 
meaningful compromises. The odds against a real breakthrough in 
these talks are accentuated by the new international order where 
the cards are stacked heavily against the Arab side. Given the fact 
that there is no semblance of strategic balance between Israel and 
the Arab World, it would take a miracle or two to realise any 
accord worth its salt in the immediate or even intermediate 
period. And miracles do not occur these days even in the holy land 
where the season for miracles was once the order of the day. So, it 
would seem prudent to stan reflecting as of now on the aftermath 
of any possible or probable collapse in Ihe peace talks in order to 
be better prepared for such an eventuality both internally and 
externally. 

Of course, no one in his right mind would pray for the ending of 
the peace process but one, nonetheless, must be prepared for the 
worst while hoping for the best. On the domestic front, the 
repercussions of any defunct peace process would be many 
profound and multifaceted. For one thing, in a couple of years or 
Jess, the country will have national parliamentary elections. There 


is little doubt that a failed peace process would be reflected in the 
outcome of such elections. In this regard, there are those forces 
or blocs of forces operating within and outside the theatre of 
Parliament who have already professed disagreement with the 
peace efforts as repugnant to their ideals. Failure in the peace 
talks would obviously vindicate such forces ajid strengthen their 
share of political power in Parliament. 

Another major reaction to any aborted peace talks would 
necessarily assume economic dimensions as well. For a beginning, 
a recession would become a sure probability with all that it may 
entail in terms of unemployment and the accentuation of the gap 
between the haves and have nots in the country. Socially and 
culturally, the people may turn inward, seeking guidance and 
motivation from the past rather than from the present or future. 
Such reasonably projected consequences could assume many 
forms and manifestations ranging from the emergence of har- 
dened political trends and thoughts. In turn, the Middle East 
would become that much more tense and instable. Above all, the 
area could become ripe for a series of political earthquakes and 
domestic turmoil. Even more ominous, the countries of the region 
could become embroiled in military adventures that they may not 
want in the first place. And even though the Arab side may not 
emerge victorious in any such military confrontation, the entire 
Middle East may still plunge deeper into chaos and extremism 


without an end in sight. 1 

In anv such eventuality, there is no way to keep the tentacles of 
instability in the Middle East from reaching the Gcif region and 
Europe. With despair breeding despair, the stage would be for 
greater threats to the new international order. I 

It would seem therefore that the international community, 
notably the powers that forged a new international order, would g 
make an extra effort to diffuse the situation in the Middle East cr, 
a permanent basis by lending mors effective <iuppon to the quest , 
for a just and durable peace in the area. The latest remarks by ! 
U.S. President George Bush, in the aftermath of the deatfiockcd 
Washington Arab-Israeli peace talks to the effect that his country 
was not about to interfere actively »n the peace negotiation* 
between the two sides, is not something that one would wish to 
hear. Hopefully, such a perspective would noi constitute the final 
word on the subject and. in due course Washington would find 
that the best interests of the new international order that it has 
promoted and championed would be better served by aa 
affirmative U.S. policy towards the conflicts of the region. 
Otherwise, the stage would be set for serious setbacks to the new 
international order and. in the end. ah that the West is trying ro 
construct globally and regionally would become undermined to e 
fatal extent. • 


The debate within the PLO 


By Paul Lalor 

SINCE the Gulf war, Palestinians 
have been engaged m a fierce and 
wide-ranging debate. At first this 
concentrated on the need for 
reform within the PL.estinian 
national movement, but as the 
peace process gathered pace, 
foreign policy increasingly 
dominated discussions. While 
Palestinians have come a long 
way in their response to U.S. 
peace efforts, they have failed to 
address important and other 
longer-term internal problems. 

Foreign policy in a changing 
work! 

From the oucset, the “loyal 
opposition,” Hamas and the 
Damascus based Salvation Front 
were against participation in the 
American-sponsored process. 
For them, the Gulf war w«a the 
latest in a long line of signals 
showing that while the balance of 
power lay with Israel and the 
U.S., Palestinians could not hope 
for a just settlement of the con- 
flict with Israel. The Palestinians 
were being asked to “swallow 
their national demands,” the in- 
tifada would be brought to an end 
and, at best, the Palestinian ques- 
tion would be subsumed by a 
Jordanian option. Popular Front 
for the liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP) leaflets distributed in the 
occupied territories denounced 
the U.S. plan as “a conspiracy 
aimed at bypassing Palestinian 
national rights.” Hamas warned 
against selling out Palestine. 

Israel would withdraw only 
when it was forced out by politic- 
al, human and material losses. 
While awaiting a shift in the 
regional and international ba- 
lance of power in their favour, 
Palestinians were urged to esca- 
late the intifada, strengthen 
national unity and seek the sup- 
port of the Arab states. 

Reflecting this position, 
George Habash of the PFLP 
spoke out strongly against parti- 
cipation in the U.S. -sponsored 
peace process at September’s 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC). Following the PLO’s de- 
cision to say "yes" to the U.S. 
Mr. Habash carried out his threat 
to freeze the PFLFs membership 
of the Executive Committee. In 
October and November, the 
PFLP and Hawatraeh’s Democra- 
tic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP) were engaged 
in talks with Hamas and the 
Damascus Salvation Front to 
forge a common front. 

Despite widespread sympathy 
with rejectionist dreams and 
fears, they were criticised for 
being out of touch with regional 
and international realities. The 
intifada was in crisis and Soviet 
Jewish immigration and settle- 


By Peter Steinfels 

NEW YORK — For millions of 
Christians at this lime of year, 
Jesus of Nazareth is as tangible as 
the figure of a baby in a manger, 
his message as distinct as the 
notes of a carol, his presence as 
dose as the prayers whispered 
during Christians services. 

But for many scholars looking 
not wirh the eyes of faith but the 
lenses of historical research, 
Jesus of Nazareth is an elusive 
and puzzling figure, one who prob- 
ably was not hom in a stable or 
even in Bethlehem, whose per- 
sonal life was a mystery and 
whose essential message remains 
subject to vastly different inter- 
pretations. 

Two new books, major 
attempts to reexamine the “his- 
torical Jesus,” illustrate the state, 
of this scholarship and pinpoint 
critical differences over methods 
and sources that still produce 
radically different portraits. 

In “The Historical Jesus,” 
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ment was continuing. Economic 
and other pressure of Palestinians 
to emigrate was increasing and 
the threat of expulsion seemed 
very real. The PLO, already 
weakened by the assassination of 
Abu Iyad, was bankrupt and its 
forces had been defeated in Leba- 
non. And attempts- to secure 
comprehensive national unity 
within the FLO bad failed due to 
the unreasonable demands of 
Hamas and the Salvation Front 

As well as expelling hundreds 
of thousands of Palestinians and 
cutting off financial support to 
the PLO, the Gulf states and 
Saudi Arabia were rumoured to 
be trying to set up an alternative* 
to the Tunis leadership. Syria and 
Egypt, fresh from the Gulf war, 
made it clear that they were going 
along with the American plan 
whatever the PLO did. Iraq had 
been removed from the equation 
and Jordan needed peace to sur- 
vive. 

The gap between Palestinian 
wishful thinking and realities on 
the ground was brought home 
with a vengeance when Faruq 
Qaddumi unwisely welcomed the 
coup in the Soviet Union. There- 
after it was dear to most Palesti- 
nians that the American game 
was the only one in town. By the 
end of the summer, the Palesti- 
nian debate' was dominated by 
those who argued that playing 
would be less painful than staying 


in the dressing room. 

Pragmatism and op timis m 

Pragmatists argued that 
Palestinians would be much bet- 
ter placed to influence the out- 
come by participation in the 
peace process. At very least the 
relationship with the U.S. in the 
past had given the PLO insights 
into American thinking and pro- 
vided a pipeline for the com- 
munication of the Palestinian 
position to a much wider audi- 
ence. By going along with 
Washington’s plans, Palestinians 
would be able to exploit Israel's 
domestic differences over peace, 
widen the breach between Israel 
and the outside world and win 
new friends in the process. And if 
American efforts were unsuccess- 
ful, Palestinians could not be 
blamed for the failure. 

Mr. Qaddumi and others have 
long argued that the U.S. did not 
have Europe’s guilt about the 
Holocaust, that it was governed 
by more purely financial and 
strategic considerations. With the 
cold war a thing of the past, the 
Gulf war showed Israel's limita- 
tions as America’s policeman in 
the region. It had also demons- 
trated America’s need for Arab 
allies to secure its interests there. 

Palestinians were urged to ex- 
ploit linkage between the Gulf 
crisis and the Arab-Israeli conflict 


and the charge of double stan- 
dards to secure international sup- 
port. It was also pointed out that 
the U.S. would have to reward its 
Arab allies in the war against 
Iraq. These Arab states needed 
to shore up their Arab nationalist 
credentials and legitimise their 
participation in the conflict. 

In tire course of negotiations 
with Secretary of State James 
Baker, West Bankers Han an 
Ashrawi and Faisal Husseini, the 
PLO's principal interlocutors 
with the Americans, had become 
increasingly convinced that the 
U.S. was serious about pressuring 
Israel: they passed this message 
on to the PNC in September. 
American statements about the 
political rights of the Palestinians 
were seized upon. Coupled with 
Mr. Bush's decision to delay the 
granting of SlObn in loan guaran- 
tees to Israel and the effect this 
had on American public opinion, 
there was increasing support 
among Palestinians for going to 
the world with their cause. 

Less rhetoric and more im- 
agtnathm 

In April, an A1 Fajr editorial 
called for a little more creativity 
and imagination and less rhetoric 
in Palestinian thinking about the 
peace process. In this spirit, va- 
rious Palestinians sought to lay 
some old fears to rest. The prob- 


lem of East Jerusalem could be 
solved by appointing delegates 
from villages outside the new 
Israeli borders but within the old 
Jordanian boundaries. Mr. Ara- 
fat joked that if those who had 
been born in Jerusalem and no 
longer lived there were allowed 
to go this would mean the entire 
delegation would be from the 
city. In the event, the presence in 
Madrid of the advisory team with 
Faisal Husseini and PLO figures, 
some of whom were from Jeru- 
salem, made a mockery of Israel’s 
objections and vindicated those 
who aigued for more concentra- 
tion on form rather than subst- 
ance. On the danger of Jordanian 
domination of the proceedings, it 
was pointed out that this would 
certainly happen if the Palesti- 
nians failed to attend the peace 
process. Otherwise the King had 
made it dear that the Jordanian 
delegation was merely a diploma- 
tic umbrella for Palestinian 
attendance. The King's perform- 
ance in the Gulf war and his 
introduction of democracy made 
it unlikely that be would renege 
on his promises. The behaviour 
of the Jordanian delegation at 
Madrid proved proponents of this 
line comet. 

As for worries about the out- 
side being split from the inside, 
the whole world would be aware 
that the PLO had picked and 
approved those who were on the 


Historical Jesus ever elusive 


John Dominic Crossan, who 
teaches Biblical Studies at De- 
Paul University in Chicago, con- 
cluded that Jesus was a preacher 
of peasant egalitarianism. The 
subtitle of the work is "The Life 
of a Mediterranean Jewish 
Peasant.” 

Mr. Crossan argues that the 
Gospel accounts of the Last Sup- 
per and the appearances of the 
risen Jesus to his disciples are not 
records of actual events but 
dramatic visualisations created by 
the early Christian communities 
to make concrete their experi- 
ences of the continued presence 
of Jesus after his death. 

The other book. “A Marginal 
Jews/' by the Reverend John P. 
Meier, is more traditional in its 
.conclusions. But because it is 
only the first of two volumes, its 
title gives no more than a tantalis- 
ing hint of the portrait of Jesus 
yet to come. 

The author, a professor of New 
Testament at Catholic University 
of America in Washington, does 


conclude that Jesus was probably 
bom in between 6 and 4 B.C. in 
Nazareth, not Bethlehem. 

He had four brothers and at 
least two sisters, as mentioned in 
Gospels of Mark and John and 
the writings of Paul. Father Meier 
rejects the view, based on later 
teachings about the virginity of 
Mary, that these references were 
really to cousins. 

It is possible that Jesus was 
married, but in Father Meier’s 
estimation he almost certainly 
chose to be celibrate, for religious 
reasons. 

Such conclusions are based on 
painstaking deductions from the 
New Testament, other know- 
ledge about the Jewish and 
Greco-Roman cultures in which 
Jesus and his followers moved 
and, increasingly, insights bor- 
rowed from modern studies of 
social and religious movements. 

Christians have often rejected 
these scholarly exertions as un- 
necessary, content in the know- 
ledge that the four Gospels pro- 


vide far more documentation of 
Jesus’ words and life than exist 
for most figures in the ancient 
world. 

But the Gospels are not “works 
of history in the modem sense,” 
Father Meier says. It is generally 
conceded that more than three 
decades passed after Jesus’ death 
before the earliest of them was 
written. The others dale from 10 
to 40 years later. 

More important, both the Gos- 
pels and the written or oral tradi- 
tions on which they were based 
were formed “from start to fin- 
ish," according to Father Meier, 
by religious faith .and by the 
special concerns and theological 
interpretations of the different 
groups of Jesus' followers who 
had preserved, edited and shaped 
these memories. 

For two centuries, therefore, 
scholars have been trying to sort 
out what they felt could be fac- 
tually established about Jesus 
from what they felt were the 
religiously inspired elaborations 


or interpretations owed to his 
followers. 

As with the science of evolu- 
tion, the issue of modern biblical 
scholarship has divided American 
Protestantism into fundamental- 
ist and liberal camps. 

With some caveats. Roman 
Catholicism now welcomes Scrip- 
ture studies, recognising, for inst- 
ance, that the Gospel accounts of 
Jesus evolved over the decades 
after his death. 

Polls show that today about 
one-third of American adults be- 
lieve everything in the Bible to be 
literally true. Although gaps and 
discrepancies in the Gospel 
accounts have been noted since 
the second century, many Christ- 
ians, tutored from childhood with 
church teachings reconciling 
these disagreements, pay them 
little heed. 

For example, the genealogies 
of Jesus and the stories surround- 
ing his birth are significantly 
different in the Gospel of Matth- 
ew, with its wise men and flight 


delegation, even if Tunis was not * 
allowed to name them, and :hc 
delegation itself was not permit- 
ted to clearly slate that ft was 
PLO. The appearance of Dr. 
Ashrawi and Mr. Husseini ar 
September's PNC. and the PLO's 
adoption of a pragmatic political 
programme, stamped the Madrid 
delegates with the PLO mark and 
emphasised Palestinian national 
unity. Haidar Abdul Shafi, the 
head of The Palestinian delega- 
tion, while sticking to American 
guidelines and Israeli demands, 
left nobody in any doubt in Mad- 
rid. The presence of Mr. Husseini 
and Dr. Ashrawi in the advisory 
team and of Nabil Sba’th and 
other PLO advisers in the Span- 
ish capital made the point even * 
more forcefully. 

Against this background. 
Palestinians emphasised the art of 
the possible. The strategy- of 
stages was revived this time to- 
wards a Palestinian state. With 
this io mind it was argued that 
Palestinians should exploit inter- 
national concern with human 
rights, democracy and freedom. 
From very early on a freeze on 
settlements became a central 
plank of the Palestinian program- 
me. Illegal under international 
law. there was widespread 
opposition to them in site world. 
And after all. if they were not 
stopped, there would be nothing 
left to negotiate. Oppressive 
practices and the illegal actions of 
Israel in the territories should be 
given prominence. If the Kurds 
were to be given international 
protection, why not make the - 
same case for the Palestinians? 
Dovetailing with Ibis, Palesti- 
nians could also push for the 
removal of Israeli soldiers from 
Palestinian population centres 
and the restoration of normal life. 
And as a step in the direction of 
eventually implementing the right 
of return. they could demand 
Israeli identity cards for Palesti- 
nians expelled from Kuwait who 
were stranded in Jordan. 

At the PNC, while there were 
protests from George Habash 
and others, it was evident that 
there was a widespread realisa- 
tion that Palestinians would have 
to pursue this line. Mr. Arafat 
pointedly referred to the political 
rights of the Palestinians rather 
than their national rights. Mr. 
Hawatmeh and Mr. Habash were 
shown to be badly out of touch. 
And in recent weeks, the PFLP 
and Hamas have joined with 
Fatah in calling for the peaceful 
resolution of the inter-Palestinian 
conflict. However , though 
Palestinians have matte progress * 
in the approach to the U.S.- 
sponsored peace process, the 
pace of internal reforms within 
the Palestine national movement 
has been much slower — Middle 
East International. 


into Egypt, and the Gospel of 
Luke, with its Roman census, 
manger scene, shepherds and 
peaceful return to Nazareth. 

Christian piety has welded the 
two accounts together into a sing- 
le story. But most scholars con- 
sider these stories to be forms of 
literary invention accepted ip. the 
ancient world, symbolic creations 
echoing older Scripture and 
underlining different theological 
points. 

In recent years, different scho- 
lars have sketched the historical 
Jesus as a political rebel, an 
ancient magician, a maverick 
Pharisee, a Jewish prophet 
announcing that God was about 
to restore Israel and a Hellenistic 
gadfly with no mission beyond 
questioning the world's conven- 
tions. 

Mr- Crossan. like Father Meier 
a Roman Catholic, calls- the varie- 
ty of Jesuses produced by scho- 
lars “an academic embarrass- 
ment.” — New York Times. 
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. {Fourth Geneva Convention,” he 



- Rabbo and the 

foreign affairs chief, 
snived in 
"‘ '‘fiascos' on ‘ Son- 
r.Abed Rabbo spoke to 
.after talks with Prime 
it '-jShfflif Zeid. ' . 

\ Hesaid die PLO was trying to 
^fo tafaefose coordination with 
Ifete^ Egypt and Syria, key 
{parkin -:dK- P^ace- process, to 
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*£ty Council and seenre a firm 
iiotena^onal resolation before 
tpeape 'talte: resnnje. ’ 
i israeFa peace team was prepar- 
ing toleavefor the U.S. capital 
■Sunday t^csp^ e the Arab move, 
f ‘ Asra .abort appeals from the 
{thtf^States to reconsider the 
v*poIsM3B order, Israeli Defence 
'fcfinitter-Moshe Arens insisted 
■tW'nww was necessary to curb a 
!wave of; altacks in the occupied 
;tcnitaries. .... 

; “We are committed to taking 
!aO;sfeps that are likely to spare 
'Evcs, : and this we have explained 
to the Americans,” Mr. Arens 
said on Israel Radio. “There is no 
room for debate about this.” . 

.= iarCaiiOi Mr. Arafat met for 
.twb-bottrs wife President Hosm 
Jtfatrarak. He also met separately 
with Egyptian Foreign Minister 
.Amr Musa and Mr. Mubarak’s 
'gde^Osama A1 Baz. 

", Mr.Mnsa said Israel’s expnl- 
r skxr-OTder goes “against the 
•peace process and its spirit” 

► “Ithas to be understood that as 
r mnch as we are interested in 
•peace, we are also interested in 
^Israel stopping its actions which 
.are against peace,” Mr. Musa 
told the news conference. 

‘ Mr. Arafat said his talks with 
'Mr. Mubarak were mainly con- 
, renting the present impasse fac- 
ing the Washington bilateral talks 
■ and how the Palestinians should 
deal with it. He also thanked Mr. 

, Mubarak for his efforts. 

- A senior political aide to Ara- 
fat, Nabil Shaath,* was quoted by 
die Israeli Haaretz daily Sunday 
; » saying that the Palestinians wtil 
not boycott the Washington 
peace talks. But he (fid not say 
lwben.br under what c onditions 
1 .the delegate wifi show up for the 
. talks: 

Dr. Shaath, who attended the 
talks with Mr. Arafat, deefined to 
elaborate on tins. Dr. Shaath was 
one of the Palestinian advisors 
the United States refused to give 
visas to attend the second round 
■ofbflatcocal taflEsrn Washington in 
i December. - .u»*. 

. He fold reporters tbatndfre 
. American administration 
; finally approved his visa request 
- but that be (fid not yet have the 
visa st a mped in Ins passport jreL 
* The expulsion decision drew 


talks on hold 

wnsnallly harsh condemnations 
from Russia; Britain, France and 
a host of other nations. 

Diplomatic sources said the 
United States was likely to sup* 
P°rt a Security Council resolution 
condemning die expulsion as long 
as it was bruited to that issu e 
atone and (fid not turn into a 
more generalised condemnation 
of IsraeL 

-.Such a resolution would go 
some way towards assuaging 
Palestinian anger, and officials 
said it could help ensure that the 
delay in -the peace talks would be 
brief, perhaps as short as two or 
three days. 


Israel 


fCuutlinied from page 1) 

from the occupied territories, an 
illegal derision with regard to 
international ■ law, in particular 
the Fourth Geneva Convention,” 
read an official EC statement. 

“The co mmuni ty and its mem- 
ber states strongly reiterate their 
demand for Israel to fully meet 
with its obligations towards the 
residents of the occupied territor- 
ies and to abide by the provisions 
of the Fourth Geneva Conven- 
tion,” the statement added. 

“They condemn violence from 
whatever quarters it may come 
and call upon the parties con- 
cerned to refrain from talcing any 
pleasure which .would risk to 
jeopardise the peace process,” 
the EC said, 

China also. urged Israel to re- 
verse its expulsion decision. 

“We urge the Israeli side to 
reconsider the decision and stop 
the deporting,” the official 
Xinhua news agency said, quot- 
ing Foreign Ministry spokesman. 

The United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) for 
Palestine refugees also expressed 
regret over the Israeli move. 

“I deeply regret the decision by 
tiie Israeli authorities to deport 
12 Palestinians living in the West 
Bank and Gaza and I appeal for a 
reversal of this decision,” UN- 
RWA Oanmisskmer-Geiieral li- 
ter Turkmen said at UNRWA 
headquarters in Vienna. 

Cftrton supports loan guarantee 

A leading U.S. Democratic 
presidential candidate, Ar kansas 
Governor Bfil Clinton, said Sun- 
day he backed granting Israel up 
to $10 Ml Won in loan guarantees 
' to finance the immig ration of 

.Soviet Jews. 

“We need to send a signal that 
we’re going to maintain our com- 
mitment to freedom for the Jews 
who live in that part of the 
world,” Mr. Clinton said of Jews 
from the former Soviet Union in 
an NBC Television interview. 
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Iraq to seek higher oil sales 
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. (Continued from page 1) - 

.war reparation and U-N. opera- 
tions allocations ate set aide, is 
'also expected to renew a demand 
far a 'moratorium on war repara- 
tions and press for round-the- 
clock unrestricted access to all 
documents pertaining to the 
xhanadling of funds, according to 
foe sources. 

! Iraq- has also been demanding 
that the West Eft the freeze on 
?IraqL assets held abroad. Over S4 
^baffion in Iraqi assets are bdd in 
tiie West. 

v Tbe U-N. hi anxious to ensure 
foat Iraq accepts the oil deal so 
that foe world body can finance 
its Gulf erms-rdated operations. 
Other countries are looking for- 
iward to setting foe war reparation 
process in motion with the 30 per 
omt aUocation from the expected 
Iraqi ail -sale -proceeds. 

* The Iraqi government, which 
has consistently rejected the 
.U.N.>approvwrdcal, has never- 
tbelessbeen involved in discus- 
sions with several of its trarfition- 
al oil customers mice September 
-1991 for possible deals under the 
one-time side* 

“Iraq will :aho demand that it 
be pernrittodto eater loog-tenn 
ga rtr acta Twfo -buyers regardless 
of the one-time sale.” said 
another, source familiar with Iraqi 
Jhmkiug. -ahead of the Vienna 
t*lb,wtaKhfrcgin Wednesday. 

. “Bagdad ^believes that it 
lie aSqwed to resume its 
sldt- at a key sapper in the 
' ^inatibo ^iial market,” said 
:foe sourre. “fo addition, it also 
if . the proper 
^Aismsm 'cotitd be worked out 
foe^swfonc sale could be turned 
‘- W^foe Ttbra rf Iraq to the 


vjft&td under the deal 

_ pipelines to Tmr- 
tidflftem&ean ports, Iraq 
" ; thk danse to 

^ .-^Ja^MBsaAIBdr facility 
•m'foe xsarfo h bid : to avoid, 
part of foe bqfo 





[Alcala was heavily dam- 

’;i9$(k$8Irai-Iraq 

. was party re- 
ceasefire in the 


war in August 1968, but was 
again damaged in the allied 
bombing in the war over Kuwait 
last year. Iraqis gave priority to 
repairing tiie facility, which is 
almost operational now, accord- 
ing to the sources. 

Mina AI Bakr is given strategic 
i m port an ce by the Iraqis since foe 
facility is more convenient for 
Iraq’s traditional oil buyers in 
Asia, such as Japan and India. 

According to reports from New 
York, U.N. officials would agree 
to the Iraqi request to use Mina 
Al Bakr for exports if the Iraqis 
could offer proper monitoring 
fadfitics. 

Kofi Arum , a senior U.N. fi- 
nance official, will head the world 
body’s side in the Vienna talks. 

“The main snag in the Vienna 
discussions could be. the Iraqi 
demand to raise the amount (of 
pe r m i t te d oil sales) to $2.4 bil- 
lion,” said a diplomatic source. 
“Any such raking of the ceiling 
has to be referred back to the 
Security Councfl far approval and 
this could prove to be a long 
drawn-out process.” 

According to Iraqi sources, oil 
facilities in Iraq have been re- 
paired to the extent that the 
country can export up to 1.18 
milli on barrels pear day, going up 
to two milli on in four to six 
months. 

The 960-kflometre twin pipe- 
fine from the northern oil fields of. 
Iraq to Turkey’s Mediterranenm 
terminals has not been damaged 
in the allied bombing during the 
war, but the Iraqis have not 
roadbed a final agreement with 
the Turks on the tramst fees for 
the U.N.-approved oil exports. 
Tim is an issue that could be. 
brought up the Iraqis du ring tiie 
Vienna disensaons with a request 
for U.N. intervention with the 
Turks, • 

Over eight million barrels of 
Iraqi ofl are still in the pipelines 
through Turkey in addition to 
L58 miffion barrels in 12 tanks at 

the Turidfo terminal of Ytmrarta- 

Hk; according to Iraqi sources. 

Close to another 30. milfian 

barrels remain in two other pipe- 
lines, running through Saudi 
territory to the Red Sea port of 
Yanbu, but prospects of market - 
ing this stock is impossible as tong 
as Iraqi-Saudi political relations 
remain strained. 


New technology helps tap hidden oil 


By Phfflippa Weave 

NEW YORK — In the early days 
of oil exploration, drilling was 
very much a case of hit or miss. 
Scientists would look for obvious 
features on the surface of the 
earth and oil companies would 
driD, hoping for a strike. But 
those days are long gone and 
recent advances in geophysical 
technologies are providing pet- 
roleum companies with pbssiUy 
the most valuable tool they have 
ever had: precise three-dimen- 
sional images of the rock layers 
thousands of feet thick. lying 
more than half a kilometre be- 
neath the surface of the water. 

In the far comers of the earth, 
the search for oil has moved 
increasingly offshore and into 
deeper and deeper waters. New 
methods and sophisticated equip- 
ment aboard custom-made ships 
can now produce a very precise 
picture of geological formations. 
CXI companies are willing to pay 
far mfbrmaticm that can save time 
and help prevent expensive mis- 
takes. New techniques, combined 
with high capacity computers and 
advanced graphics, now enable 
scientists to study a portion of tiie 
earth’s subsurface as a “cube” 
rather than as a series of cross- 
sections. 

Known as seismic analysts, 
the 3-D mapping technique has 
been spearheaded by Western 
Allas, a Houston-based company 
that has been a key player'in the 
increasingly lucrative business of 
plotting the earth’s subsurface 
since the 1930s. Now the world's 
largest seismic mapping com- 
pany, Western Atlas has recently 
taken delivery of the first of four 
custom-built ships equipped with 
state-of-tbe art technology. Cost- 
ing some $40 million each, the 
new vessels will be tiie flagships 
of the existing fleet of 30 craft and 
promise to provide some of the 
best-quality images to date. 

“The technology on the boats 
we are putting out will dramati- 
cally improve both tiie quantity 
and the quality of data we can 
acquire,” said. Damir SkerL, ex- 
ecutive rice-president of Western 
Adas International, a division of 
Litton Industries which has op- 
erations worldwide. 

. Seisnric mapping works by trig- 
gering a powerful sound, sending 
acoustic energy into the ground. 
Hie echoes produced by under- 
ground rock layers are picked up 
by seismic sensors, called hyd- 
rophones, which act like mic- 
rophones to record music. The 
sensors send out electronic sig- 
nals which are recorded on a 
magnetic tape. The tape is then' 
submitted for computer analysis. 
Different rod: formations pro- 
duce different “sounds” depend- 
ing on the density and porosity of 
the rode and a host of other 
factors. 

For marine exploration, ships 
are fitted with air guns that fire 
signals regularly, every 12 or 15 


seconds. Several guns can be 
fired simultaneously — to a preci- 
sion of one quarter of a mil- 
lisecond. The echoes are cap- 
tured by hundreds of sensors on 
cables, known as streamers which’ 
are up to four miles long and are 
towed behind the ship. Each' 
streamer cable has thousands of 
hydrophones. The latest models 
can tow up to four streamers 
running parallel, at intervals of 
between 15 and 50 metres. The 
ship travels back and forth over a 
given area, rather like a lawn 
mower od a football field. In one 
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much more precise and faster 
overall image titan ever before. 
The combination of technological 
advances is very exciting.” 
Western was recently awarded 
the largest ever 3-D mapping 
contract, by an oil company 
whose name has not been re- 
vealed, to cover 400,000 line- 
kilometres of sea floor in north- 
ern Europe. “What we give the 
oil company is an accurate de- 
scription of what the sub-surface 
looks like. It is up to the company 
to analyse the information and 
evaluate the risks,” said Mr. 



Searching for ofl under the sea floor, a Western Adas btemdknvl 
seismi c exploration ship tows a pair of 5-ldhxnetre long hydrophone - 
studded cable (World News link photo) 


of the latest developments, West- 
ern Atlas has begun to use fiber- 
optic cables, says Yugoslav-born 
Skerl. “With fiber-optic cables, 
we get three or four times more 
information than with conven- 
tional cables. The goal is to en- 
hance the quality and quantity of 
the data we acquire at any one 
time. This lowers the cost and 
improves the energy efficiency at 
the later stages of exploration for 
drilling operations and the find- 
ing of oil” 

“For the first time we are using 
digital conversion techniques that 
improve the resolution of the 
signals we get,” added the 51- 
year-old geophysicist The stag- 
gering amount of data collected 
on board is sent to one of West- 
ern’s computer processing centres 
in Houston, Denver, Calgary in 
Canada, London or Singapore. 
Western is now using new very 
high density magnetic cartridges 
to record information rather than 
the more conventional but 
cumbersome reels of magnetic 
tape. 

“Thise large volume of in- 
formation is processed in super- 
computers, ” explained Mr. Skerl. 
“This is an area where we have 
made major improvements over 
the part five or six years with the 
development of large vector com- 
puters, high-speed work stations 
and advanced graphics. The com- 
bination of fiber-optics and com- 
puter technology is a powerful 
set-up for the 1990s. We are able 
to produce results that give a 


Skerl. “In many cases, there have 
been wells drilled already and 
they have ascertained that there 
is oil but what is missing is that 
they don’t know how the oil is 
distributed. Our information pro- 
vides them with an excellent tool 
to see what the reservoir looks 
Eke.” 

Three-dimensional imaging can 
also help determine the lifespan 
of a “mature” or already ex- 
ploited reservoir and evaluate 
risks such as rock beds collapsing. 
There are other safety considera- 
tions. “We are now better equip- 
ped to predict problems such as 
overpressure to prevent blow- 
outs and other disasters, we can 
see and measure this kind of thing 
in advance,” said Mr. Skerl. 

Another positive effect, not 
only in terms of cost, but also for 
the environment, is that with 
better knowledge of a reservoir, 
oil companies drill fewer wells. 
Said Mr. Skerl: “One of the 
things you can do with 3-D is drill 
multiple wells very accurately 
from a single location (i.e. a 
platform). You can drill 20 or 30 
wells and bnOd only one struc- 
ture. With a 3/D survey, you can 
position your central point on the 
right spot. Fewer wells producing 
more oil by implication means a 
safer, better operation.” 

The first 3-D survey was con- 
ducted in 1976, using fairly simple 
techniques and a good many 
assumptions. In early days, op- 
.erations known as ’’postage 
stamp surveys” were expensive 


and limited to small areas. 

Today a typical survey covers 
thousands of square miles. Cost 
depends on the type of ship that is 
used, tiie area, bow congested it 
is, how harsh the dimate is and 
whether there are drilling plat- 
forms in the way. ’To our client, 
the vessel w3J cost S1.5 million to 
$2.5 milli on a month. But com- 
pared to that, one ofishore drill- 
ing in the wrong place could cost 
anything between $15 and $20 
million. The cost is offset very 
easily when you consider de- 
velopment costs will be lower and 
in a shorter time frame,” noted 
Mr. Skerl. 

A typical survey now takes two 
or three months to map 1,600 
square kilometres of ocean floor, 
more for an especially large op- 
eration. Helicopters or supply 
ships pick up the recorded car- 
tridges every two weeks and send 
them to the computer processing 
centre. The benefits of acquiring 
3-D images of a prospective area 
are such that some 70 to 80 per 
cent of offshore wells are now 
sunk in the early development 
stages on the basis of such stu- 
dies. All deep water wells being 
drilled today are being drilled as a 
result of 3-D information. 

Other technological advances 
are being applied in the industry, 
farther reducing the risk of error. 
Said Mr. Skerl: “There has been 
big progress in what we can posi- 
tion so that we can accurately plot 
the position of the ship and of all 
the equipment we are trailing 
behind.” Crews rely on what is 
known as the “Global Positioning 
System” (GPS), a satellite-based 
navigation system. “With this 
satellite technology we can do 
things we could not do only a few 


years ago. A customer can go to 
the area and pin-point a location 
accurately. We can say within one 
metre where the boat is at any 
point in time." 

One of the most spectacular 
effects of 3-D imaging is that oil 
companies can actually monitor 
and guide their drilling as the drill 
sinks into the ground. With the 
3-D image of the rock formations 
on their computer screens, tech- 
nicians can see precisely what is 
happening while the (frilling is 
going ahead. 

The new technologies are also 
useful in identifying gas reserves. 
“3-D imaging works extremely 
well with gas,” said Mr. Skerl. 
“We can detect gas directly from 
seisnric data, we can see it. Gas 
has a very low density and create* 
a very strong acoustic boundary' 
and a very strong, direct impact 
on the strength of the signal we 
get back. We can see gas in what 
we call a “bright spot" on (he 
seismic section and we also get 
information about pressure. -We 
can't tell if it is good gas, but we 
know it is gas. Oil, however, can- 
not be seen as dearly because it 
bears a similar density to water.” 

With large chunks of the globe 
still virgin territory, the future 
looks bright for Western \clas and 
its seismic division. Western 
Geophysical, as well as for the 
other major seismic mapping 
companies — Schlumberger and 
Haiti burton. The Soviet Union is 
top of the list, says Mr. Skerl. 
who was there very recently, dis- 
cussing projects at the highest 
levels. “With decentralisation 
and presang economic needs, the 
Soviet oil and gas resources look 
Eke the best and fastest way for 
them to get back on their feet. 
We have talked to the people 


now in power and they will do the 
best they can to accelerate the 
process of creating a market- 
based oil and gas industry.” The 
republics of the former Soviet 
Union are the world’s largest oil 
producer, but there arc still vast 
untapped resources. One gas 
field alone in Western Siberia is 
estimated to be 100 kilometres 
long, while exploration of poten- 
tially vast reserves in the north 
and east of the Caspian Sea has 
been the subject of agreements 
between Western Atlas and the 
Republic of Kazakhstan. 

“Other promising areas are 
South America. Mexico, the 
West coast of Africa, in particular 
off Nigeria, Gabon and Angola, 
as well as Indonesia. Malaysia. 
India and Australia.” said Mr. 
Skerl. Now all the North Western 
shelf of Australia is covered 3-D. 
All of Malaysia's development is 
done with 3^D; for the past three 
years. Indonesia has gone with an 
extremely aggressive develop- 
ment programme. Thailand and 
India are also doing tremendous 
3-D surveys.” Western Atlas has 
also been working with Brazil 
where it has been conducting 
deep water 3-D surveys for the 
past four years. 

Mr. Skerl believes his and 
other seismic mapping companies 
will be busy for many years to 
come. He is enthusiastic: “If you 
read everything that has been 
printed since the 1930s, you wiif 
see that every ten years they 
predicted that the oil would run 
out and we had only 15 years 
worth of reserves. It is always the 
same story, but there is more oil 
today than in 1968 and the price is 
lower in real dollar terms. I think 
there is a lot more oil out there to 
be found.” — World News Link. 
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JORDAN MARKET PLACE 
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ALWAYS CHOOSE 
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4 Rents- Sale 

Many villas and apartmentd 
are available for rent and! 
sale - furnished or unfur-l 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are] 
available for sale. 

For further detaMs, please! 
call 

lAbdoun Rea 
Estate 

[Tel. 810805, 810609, 

Fax: 81D520_ 
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Villas Apartments Flats 
IN ROYAL WEST AMMAN 
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LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 
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Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 



The firsts best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabat Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

TehS3$96S 


S CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel:81B214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight 
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MANDARIN RESTAURANT 
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Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

[Open A toUU-ILMi jjify] 

Take away ts avaOaMa 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 

| Tei 661922, Amman 

Voce lasted 
Always uued 




STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour. Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 

six* 30% iargmr 

« Frmm Metal Frai 
13 x 1 8 cm 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: S2389I 




AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 

12.W-15M& 18J0-2330 

Tel: 03-314415 


\l nter national Cuisine 
Spanish Specialities 

Open Lunch & Dinner 

Ft tr Rcscnalii wJfhrl \ ninuu 
Third Cir, Ip TpI p/ 5(W? - ft.’ 'i"> I 
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The Regency Fc&ice Hotel 
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ENTERTAINMENT 
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The First Class Hotel in 
' Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAIfOTEL 

||j£4|ljlS 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P O Bo 9^03 ■ Fa-/ ‘602434 
Tele.-. 23886 DARQTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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Arsenal cr 

LONDON (R) — Football, as 
every manager knows, is a funny 
old game, but Wrexham’s F.A. 
Cup defeat of league chaiupior^s 
Arsenal defied all the odds. 

Mickey Thomas. 37, but with 
the enthusiasm of a teenager, led 
the fourth division co-hope rs to a 
2-1 third round win which will 
rank as one of English soccer’s 
classic upsets. 

Arsenal manager George Gra- 
ham, bewildered by his team’s 
dramatic collapse this season, felt 
defeat in north Wales rated as his 
blackest moment. 

“You come into football ex- 
pecting highs and lows.” be said. 
‘Tve had plenty of them as a 
player and a manager. 

“But this is the biggest low.” 

For Thomas, who had some 
personal revenge to extract from 
the cup favourites, it was an 
amazin g high. 

“He was by far the best player 
on the pitch,” said Manager 
Bryan Flynn. "I wish 1 knew what 
he was on.” 

“It’s unbelievable.” said Wrex- 
ham's 36-year-old former Liver- 
pool and Wales defender Joey 
Jones. “They talk about the 
magic of the F.A. Cup and we 
had a bit today.” 



A goal down just before half- 
time, Wrexham hit back with two 
late goals is two minutes to leave 
Arsenal facing a bleak season 
without a single major honour. 

The Londoners' tide hopes are 
remote and they have already 
been bundled out of the League 
and European Cups. 

Thomas, who was once told by 
the legendary Sir Stanley Matth- 
ews that he could carry on to 40 if 
he was careful, provided the 83rd 
minute equaliser and most of the 
inspiration. 

“My goal has to be the most 
crucial I have ever scored,” said 
Thomas, who has been with 11 
dubs in a 20-year career which 
has brought him 31 caps for 
Wales. 

He started at Wrexham and 
moved to Manchester United in 
1978 after an outstanding per- 
formance in an F.A. Cup quar- 
terfinal against, of all dubs. 
Arsenal. 

Arsenal won and blocked his 
cup hopes again a year later when 
they beat United in the final. 

On Saturday, back at Wrex- 
ham after a free transfer from 
thrid division Stoke, Thomas got 
some revenge. 

Less than a year ago, Wrexham 


had been last in the fourth divi- 
sion — 92nd out of the 92 league 
dubs — while Arsenal ran away 
with their second championship 
in three years. 

Graham, who had hoped his 
team had finally reached rock- 
bottom when they lost 1-0 at 
Luton after Christmas, saw to 
him increasing horror that the 
worst had yet to come. 

“Back to work,” he said blunt- 
ly afterwards when asked what he 
was going to do to tackle the 
dub's crisis. 

The minor league clubs who 
had hoped to provide the upsets 
were left overshadowed and on 
tenterhooks. 

Fam bo rough put on the best 
show, thanks to a late penalty, 
with a 1-1 draw at first division 
West Ham. 

Working, cup giant-killers last 
season, also lived another day 
with a 0-0 draw against fourth 
division Hereford. 

But Crawley Town were 
thrashed 5-0 at nearby Brighton 
and Kettering lost 4-1 to second 
division leaders Blackburn Rov- 
ers. 

Four first division clubs fell — 
Crystal Palace and Manchester 


Gty beaten by second division 
Leiceter and Middlesbrough — 
and Laton and Queen’s Park 
Rangers lost to Sheffield United 
and Southampton. 

QPR, beaten 2-0, were brought 
back to earth with a bump after a 
brief high caused by their 4-1 
thrashing of championship 
favourities Manchester United 
Wednesday. 

■ Leeds United’s eagerly- 
awaited English FkA. Cup tie 
against Manchester United was 
postponed Sunday because of a 
waterlogged pitch at El I and 
Road. 

The third round dash between 
Leeds, the ieague leaders, and 
championship favourites United 
was rescheduled for Jan. IS. 

The two dubs, who have been 
jostling for first division suprema- 
cy for most of the season, will 
meet again at Ell and Road on 
Jan. 8 for a League Cup quarter- 
final tie. 

The F.A. Cup tie would have 
been the second of three encoun- 
ters between the rivals. They 
drew 1-1 in a first division match, 
also played in Leeds, oa Dec. 29. 

Holders Tottenham are rated 
at 14-1. They visit Aston Villa 
Sunday. 







Kasparov squares lead at BLeggt© Emilia tournament 


REGGIO EMILIA, Italy <R) — 
World champion Garry Kasparov 
was joint leader of the annual 
Reggio Emilia chess tournament 
after the penultimate round 
Saturday in which all three of the 
leaders drew. 

Sharing top spot were Boris 
Gelfand and India's Vbwanathan 
An and. 

Observers said Kasparov and 
An and were both likely winners 
of their final games Monday but 
Gelfand faced a tough task 
against former world champion 
Anatoly Karpov. 

Kasparov accepted the offer of 
a draw by Lev Polugayevski after 
three hours of even play, but in 
the clash between Anand and 
Gelfand the Indian grandmaster 
was forced to a draw after failing 
to capitalise oo being a pawn up.* 

Another former world chess 
champion, Boris Spassky — who 
lost the title in an epic 1972 battle 
with the now-reclusive American 
chess genius Bobby Fischer — 
said Kasparov and Karpov were 
below their best. 

“Neither of them seem to be- 
playing as well as they can,” he 
told Reuters. “It’s a great chance 
for the younger grandmasters.” 

Spassky arrived Friday to 
watch the final two rounds of the 


highest-level chess tournament 
ever staged. 

All 10 players at the tourna- 
ment are in the world's top 20, 
including five of the top six. Only 
Britain's Nigel Short is missing. 
All were bom in the former 
Soviet Union except Anand. 

When the greatest players in 
chess gathered in Italy for a nos- 
talgic reunion, the name on all 
their lips was that of the one 
former world champion who did 
not turn up — the elusive Bobby 
Fischer. 

All 14 grandmasters attending 
an international Category 18 
tournament here — the highest- 
ranked event in chess history — 
are still pondering what made 
Fischer give up after winning the 
world title 20 years ago. 

“Fischer and Alexander 
Alekhine are the best players in 
history,” said current world 
champion Garry Kasparov. 

“There must have been a 
reason why he left chess and it’s a 
great pity for the chess world that 
he was not played for 20 years. 
He was a chess genius 

The only one of seven surviving 
world chess champions not to 
show up for tiie tournament here 
the 48-year-old American has 


lived a reclusive life since giving 
up competitive chess after his 
1972 victory. 

One of the few still in touch 
with him is Boris Spassky, the 
former Soviet champion who lost 
to Fischer in that epic battle in 
Iceland at the height of the cold 
war. 

“I’ve met Bobby several times 
in the last two years, but 1 don’t 
like to talk about it because Bob- 
by does not like publicity,” said 
Spassky. 

Fischer's obsession with avoid- 
ing the limelight is legendary, and- 
a recent visit to Pasadena, Cali- 
fornia, where he now lives only 
served to increase the mystique 
surrounding him. 

Staff at the local post office said an 
old lady usually picked up his 
mail Fischer came in person only 
about once a fortnight. 

Fischer lost his crown by de- 
fault to Anatoly Karpov in 1973 
after falling out with the World 
Chess Federation. 

“I very much wanted to play 
that match against Bobby,” Kar- 
pov said. 

“I was optimistic about my 
chances but 1 believe Fischer was 
frightened of losing that match. 
He kept putting off the start.” 


Former champions Mikhail 
Botvinnik and Vasily Smislov ar- 
rived in Italy Thursday to watch 
the closing rounds and were 
joined by Spassky and Mikhail 
Tal Sunday, leaving Fischer as 
the only one of the surviving 
champions to stay away. 

Alekhine died in 1946 when he 
was still champion. 

Chicago-born Fischer, who 
learned to play chess at the age of 
six and became thhe youngest 
grandmaster in history aged IS, 
almost lost his chance for the 
1972 title by turning up late for 
his match with Spassky. 

“I could have won the match 
without a fight because Bobby 
didn't come to the match on time. 
If I had won without a fight I 
would always have been ashamed 
of myself and felt I was not a real 
champion because I did not play 
Fischer,” Spassky said. 

“It seems our match in Reyk- 
javik killed both of us," he added. 
“Fischer because he never played 
in public again and me because I 
lost the title. 

“Bobby was like a fish in my 
hands in that encounter, a fish 
that I always thought I was going 
to land but one which always 
escaped my grasp.” 


Carl Lewis 


Lewis named USOC 
sportsman of the year 


HOUSTON (R) — Track star 
Carl Lewis and gymnast Kim 
Zmeskal were named 1991 
sportsman and sportswoman of 
the year by the U.S. Olymjnc 
Committee (USOC). 

Lewis was part of two world 
record-setting performances at 
the World Athletics Cham- 
pionships in Tokyo and Zmeskal 
was the first U.S. gymnast to win 
the individual all-around title at a 
World Championship. 

The 30-year-old Lewis set a 
world record of 9.86 seconds in 
the 100 metres in Tokyo and 
anchored the U.S. to a world 
record in the 4x100 relay. 

Lewis, winner of six Olympics 
gold medals also turned in the 
finest ever series of long jumps 
before finishing second to feQow 
American Mike Powell's world 
record leap. 

Zmeskal, 15, led the U.S. to a 
silver team medal at the World 
Gymnastics Championships in In- 
dianapolis in September after be- 
coming the first American, male 
or female, to win the individual 
all-around title. She also won a 
bronze in the floor exercises and 
scored a perfect 10 on the vault. 

Each USOC organisation 
nominated one male and one 
female candidate for the awards. 
A media panel, the USOC Board 
of Directors and the USOC 
Athletes Advisory Council con- 
ducted the balloting. 

Lewis garnered 9 29 points and 
71 first place votes to beat swim- 
mer Mike Barrowman. The 
brcastsroker picked up 640 points 
and 10 first place votes. 

Zmeskal finished ahead of 
Olympic champion Jackie 
Joyner- Kersee, who won the 
women's long jump gold at the 
World Championships. 

Lewis has set some world re- 
cord goals for himself in 1992, but 
said Saturday that 1993 may be 


Provis wins 1st major 


BRISBANE (R) — Australian 
Nicole Provis won her first major 
tournament in eight years of 
trying Sunday, breaking a longer 
drought for Australian women’s 
tennis and surging to the top of 
the national rankings. 

Provis took the Danone Au- 
stralian Hard co un Championship 
from fellow countrywoman 
Rachel McQuillan 6-3, 6-2, rais- 
ing both arms in victory after the 
73-minute match. 

She began the week with a 
world ranking of 45. nine places 
behind McQuillan, but is likely to 
rise to 30 in the world after her 
win, according to the Women’s 
Tennis Association (WTA). 

WTA officials said Provis will 
now be just one place ahead of 
McQuillan, who should improve 
from 36 to 31 after Sunday's 
result. 

But Provis was not concerned 
about rankings after the biggest 


moment in her angles career 
since malting the 1988 French 
Open semifinal. 

“I don’t care about those sorts 
of things,” the 14tb seed said. “If 
you win the matches, your rank- 
ing speaks for itself.” 

Her win marked the first time 
since Wendy Turnbull took the 
Virginia Slims of Boston title in 
March 1983 that an Australian 
woman had won a major tourna- 
ment on the international circuit. 

‘Tm pretty excited,'’ said the 
22-year-old righthander, who had 
never before reached a final on 
the international circuit. 

“It means more to me to win 
my first tournament in Australia, 
without a doubt. 

“I persevered, I put in the hard 
work and I guess if you do those 
sorts of things it can only pay 
off.” 

The match shone an optimistic 
light on Australian women's ten- 
nis after about a decade of gloom. 


Ivanisevic wins Adelaide final 


ADELAIDE, Australia (API — 
Top-seeded Goran Ivanisevic rec- 
overed from a slow siart and used 
a strong serve to beat Christian 
Bergstrom in the final Sunday 
night of the $182,500 Australian 
Hardcourt Tennis Cham- 
pionships. 

The tall, powerful left-hander 
defeated the unseeded Bergstrom 
1-6, 7-6 (7-5), 6-4 in a war of 
attrition that lasted almost 2 Vi 
hours. Ivanisevic had 15 service 
aces in the match. 

It was fvaniservic's third IBM/ 
ATP tour event victory, but be 


said it was his first representing 
the breakaway Yugoslav Repub- 
lic of Croatia. 

“This is the first tournament I 
won playing for Croatia. It will 
always be special for me,” be 
said. 

Bergstrom, 24, was playing in 
the first final of his career and 
wilted toward the end in cold and 
windy conditions at Memorial 
Drive Arena. 

The Swede hsJ a break point 
for 5-4 in the second set, but 
Ivanisevic responded with an ace 
and went on to take the set. 

“He served very well whenever 


I had break points,” Bergstrom 
said. “I was very dose. Maybe 
next time. 

“I've learned I have to play a 
little bit more aggressive against 
someone like him.” 

Ivanisevic said earlier in the 
week that he might be forced to 
withdraw from the tournament 
with an elbow problem. He also 
had difficulty with his vision in 
the first set, but in the end was 
too powerful and too consistent 
for the Swede. 

Neither player bad dropped a 
set going into the final. 


his last year of competition. 

The 3&-year-old track star said 
the Barcelona summer games 
would be his last Olympics and 
predicted both his 100-metre re- 
cord and Mike Powell's long 
jump record would fall this year. 

“It looks like this will probably 
be my last Olympic Games,” 
Lewis said in a telephone inter- 
view from Houston following bis 
selection as the U.S. Sportsman 
of the Year. 

Lewis, who began competing 
internationally in 1979, suggested 
the next World Athletics Cham- 
pionships might be a fitting place 
to end his brilliant career. 

“We have a World Cham- 
pionship (in 1993), so that may be 
my last international competi- 
tion.” he said. 

But, as always, Lewis left the 
door open. 

“I physically feel this year 
(1991) I improved so much that 
the way things are going. If I 
continue to improve I'll have to 
see,” said Lewis. 

“I know mentally I'm ready to 
do other things in life,” Lewis 
said. “But l don’t feel I can cheat 
myself. If I continue to improve, 
I'm going to stay in it. When that 
tapers off, then it’s time to go.” 

Lewis said he would attempt to 
add three Olympic gold medals to 
the six he already owns when he 
competes in Barcelona this sum- 
mer. 

At the U.S. Olympic trials in 
June, Lewis said be planned to 
compete in the 100 and 200 
metres and the long jump as well 
as view for a spot on the 4x100- 
metre relay team. 

Lewis won gold medals in all 
four events at the 1984 Olympics 
and added titles in the 100 and 
long jump at the 1988 games. 

Saying he had trained harder 
this autumn than in any of the 
past six years, Lewis predicted a 
30-foot (9.14 metre) long jump 
for himself in 1992. 

“That would be the biggest 
achievement if it happens,” said 
Lewis, who had three jumps of 29 
feet (8.84 metres) or better in the 
Tokyo final. 

Lewis also predicted that he 
and Leroy Burrell would break 
9.83 seconds in the 100 this year. 

“That's what the old dirty re- 
cord was,” he said in a swipe at 
Ben Johnson, whose world re- 
cord p erfo r mance at the 1987 
World Championships- 

Johnson later ran 9.79 in beat- 
ing Lewis at the 1988 Olympics 
but the gpld medal went to the 
American and his time was never 
recognised after die Canadian 
tested positive for steroids. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

I m lnPiB>o fJeCrj Scr/xn Inc 


LUCK BE A LADY TONIGHT 


North -South vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 

* X Q 9 S 5 2 
Q 10 

4 

* Q J 10 6 

WEST EAST 

*10 4 3 *J76 

•: 6 3 2 ’A3 

Q 9 7 6 ■ J 10 8 2 

*742 * & S 5 3 

SOUTH 

* A 

: K J 9 8 7 4 
A K o 3 
4 A K 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

2 T Pass 2 4 Pass 

3 ; Pass 3 f Pass 

4 ■? Pass 5 ' Pass 

6 ‘T Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: ? 

Of all forms of bridge competi- 
tion. the team -of- four ranti‘h repre- 
sents the fairest. Since one pair on 
each team plays the Nnrth-South 
’cards and the other East -West. the- 
oretically the P*^ result on every 
board should be zero. If one team 
makes, say. three no trump with the 
North-South cards, so should the 
other for exactly the same score. 

But bidding style*, differ, and 
sometimes being aggressive at one 
table will pay off. At other time*, it's 


right to be conservative. These idio- 
syncracies will yield differing re- 
sults. And then, once in a while. 
Lodv Luck will intervene in the 
proceedings. 

When this deal was played in a 
team match, one pair reached six 
spades as North -South. That was 
not a particularly appetizing con- 
tract. Since the ace of hearts bad to 
he lost, declarer needed a 3-3 trump 
split to get home, about a 35 percent 
chance. That came to pass, so 
North-South racked up 1,430 
points. 

At the other table the bidding 
went its shown. Six hearts is a far 
superior slam. With any plain-suit 
lead, 12 tricks could almost be 
claimed. Declarer can cash the ace 
of spades, force an entry to dummy 
by ruffing a diamond and discard 
the other diamond loser on the king 
of spades. Aji excellent slam, except 
for one funny little thing that hap- 
pened on the way to the Forum. 

At the table. West found a trump 
lead. Ease look the ace and returned 
a trump, and declarer was in dummy 
before he wanted to be there! The 
hlocking ace of spades and the high 
clubs were still in hand, and the 
entry to dummy had been removed 
before it could be put to use. Declar- 
er had to concede two diamond 
tricks for down two. 



HOROSCOPE 
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1 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
can have a late start today in 
getting into the various concepts 

and conditions that you wish to pul 

into effect but as the d-iy con- 
tinues, you find that you wdl be 
seeing things differently. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April l^i 
Now you find you have every sort 
of interest in finding out just »hai 
your partners feei should be your 
main outlet in a joint vcoiurc iaier. 

TAURUS: (April 29 to May Z^i 
Tins is your day tc lake a good 
look at your surroundings jnd 
think out'wha: you can do make 
them workable in more efficient 
ways. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 1 You 
would be wise to spend as much of 
your day as possible at the amuse- 
ments that bring peace from worry 
so use every spare moment to 
enjoy yourself. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Do what your family wants 
even though you have very diffe- 
rent ideas for they have the power 
of the planets with them and can 
help you. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 1 This is 
your day to get off to see and be 
with those who are able to make 
your fife easier and more produc- 
tive in avenues of importance to 
you. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You have’ all kinds of notions 
just bow you can have more money 
or use your present assets more 


wisely to tta; you have at* -she*, 
ante to spare. 

IJSRA: I September 22 to October 
22 1 Whatever you would like io do 
that is of a persona! oatue h good 
for planning new how you cat g-; 
in touch with and enjoy ckac 
friends. 

SCORPIO . ; October 21 to Ncron- 
ber 21 1 Think out the bea manner 
b> which you can gam the good wtft 
of amtiucnts and thr*ic whe aid 
you :n investigating whatever yoa 
■Jo not undercurd 

SAGITTARIUS: i November 22 to 
December 21 ' You can ducusj 
with your friends tust w*«! you 
want in the days -ibead and get 
their understanding attitude and 
suggestions how they will cooper- 
ate. 

CAPRICORN: : December 22 to 
Jdnuai > 2/fi You now find that you 
are the one who needs vo think it 
terms cf where you arc heading in 
your career whether as a business 
man. housewife. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febnj. 
ary I’-M Get into *rudymg these 
advanced ideas and plans (hof have 
to do with .adding rc your present 
character and information aaj 
show veu value those in education, 
etc. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You arc now eager and wUfcng 
to join in with these who have any 
son of a wareness of how to handle 
joint obligations that perplex you 
now. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 
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“One nice thing about being bald 
...no gray hairs!” 


iTH-v ..CRAM BLED WORD GAME 

a> ho*.' i i-r.cis and Bot Lev 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to Jem 
four ordinary words. 


RAPAK 



n 

1 

""" 


SATHY 



> ^ 
i—L i ' 


□ 


DEWOLP 


□ 

□ 





GAAMED 


s^-A, J. 


_ 


ASKEC7 WHY HE STOLE 
THE HUBCAP THAT 
|S\i4fCT ALECK SA!U> :T 
IV45 TC THIS . 


Now arrange tne circled letters !o 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Flint answer here: His fc T ^ ^ T jC v£ 


Yesterday's 


(Answers temcrrowi 

Jumbles: ROBIN BYLAW VELVET CENSUS 
Answer A leash is a line bv which 3 doc is held in chec* 
by a person - - OR V;CE VERSA 


THE Daily Crossword by Virginia 


L Yates 


ACROSS 
t Fairy tale gram 
5 Imitative 
10 Concerning 

14 Film dog 

15 Locale 

16 — En-lai 

1 7 Moving picture? 

19 Racetrack 
character 

20 Subject of many 
plots 

21 Underlying 

23 Lady lobster 

24 Cisco's okay 

26 Very much in 

27 Acquiescence 
29 Upright 

32 Harangue 
34 FH around 

36 Bullpen sound? 

37 Drew idly 
39 Scatter 

42 Finesse 

43 Seaman 

45 Columnist's 
vine? 

46 Premiere 
49 Proved false 

51 "Chorus Line" 
tune 

52 Domino 

53 Winter mo. 

56 Dodge 

59 Surat export 

61 Nimbus 

62 Western 

64 Square 

65 Whirling 

66 Fe 

67 Simple 

68 Like overgrown 
gardens 

89 Clod 

DOWN 

1 View 

2 Fr. river 

3 Laundry woe 

4 Injure 

5 Blvd. 

6 Look over 

7 Famt idea 

8 Btrdfeeder treat 

9 Now's partner 

10 Set command 

11 violent movie 



01891 Tribune Medu Serneas, kx 
Al Rigm Hoeruae 


12 Comprehensive 
tnp . 

13 Umpire's call 
18 George of show 

biilama 
22 Gr. letter 
25 Key 

27 Lend a hand 

28 Stripling 

30 Forward and at 
a rocket 

31 B&mbi's mom 

32 Put out 

33 Hack's work 
3a Pink* e.g. 

37 TV's "Major — “ 

39 Flounder 

40 Certain 
painting 

41 Craze 
44 Ring VIP 

47 Annulled 

48 Kickoff crop 
50 Run out 

53 Jacques'' 

54 Diamond boot 

55 — by (soon) 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved: 


finne onnoo ctogj 

srnfijfi 

rDOEfiaanriQB hhdd 
mon^epnn ninnnnG 

BOP10D 

oanriHn . nrroonnnfl 
BDQna^nnDon son 

DESBDQ DBE1B 

HBiuonsno nnonoo 
ogranoo BBna u&n 

ggrapj i3nnnnranncm 
mono romonri nnon 
urara nnrann on no 


t s 

1 


56 Except 

57 "Pygmalion" 
playwright 

56 Made tracks 


SO — arms irfladj 
81 Sew an edge 
63 Ron of TV'S 
"Tarzan" 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(December 30, 1991 — January 3, 1992) 


AMMAN - — The dollar continued do fluctuate within wide margins last 
week, m thin dboppy trading in view of die holiday season, as low 
TOfcmc contributed to the sharp currency movements. At the end of the 
week, the dollar was an average of 1.51 per cent higher against 
European c u rrenc i es and one per cent lower against the yea. 
- : WbBday look the U.S. unit marginally higher against European 
currencies, as it was boosted by a sharp rise in U.S. stock and bond 
prices that offeetthe bearish sentiment towards iL The d ed i ne in U.S. 
^^ ■ Mun a r c nnfirimi ca in December was better than expected. Sterling ■ 
Ml towards. 2.8330 marks, its floor in the European exchange rate 
»■ i linninh, aroq ria g speculation of potential intervention to support it. 

Against the yea, the dollar dropped od expectations of a rise in its 
Japanese counterpart in die near future, while the Bank of Japan’s 
videdy expected OJ per cent (Ssconm rate cot had no effect on exchange 
rates. 

While trading volume dedmed farther on the last day of 1991, the 
dofiar dropped Tuesday as expectation of a higher yen dominated. 
Concerns over developments in the former Soviet rep u blic s and the 
• hfting of price controls encouraged traders to cover their short dollar 
positions, and prevented further dollar declines. The U.S. currency tfans 
ended 1991 at its lowest dosing levels for the week against European 
niff" 1 ™ at 1-5170 marks and S1.8685 to the pound sterling, and at its 
lowest level Em the year against the yen at 124.78 yen. 

After foreign exchange markets closed on the first day of the new 
year, the doUar rallied against its European counterparts Thursday and 
Friday. Market participants were unanimous that dollar’s rebound was 
doe to die mark’s weakness, mainly against die yen, accentuated by 
three mam factors; namely, the continued expectations of a higher yen 
to counter the expected rise in the Japanese trade surplus, concerns over 
negative repercussions to price rises in the former Soviet republics, and 
a statement by the German economics minister in which he alluded to 
the w eakening German economy. ■ 

In die U.S., November’s factory orders rose by an expected 0.6 per 
cent, leaving a muted effect. The dollar thus ended the week at its 
highest doting levels for the week a gains t European currencies, but 
lower «g«nw the yen ■pnw which it dosed Thursday at its lowest 
dosing levels for the week at 12438 yen. 

Analysts reflected that the dollar’s rebound last week was largely 
technically motivated. As for this week, some observers maintain that 
technical factors will continue to dominate until the release of January’s 
U.S. employment reports next Friday. The U.S. unit is thus expected to 
trade within 131 and 1.555 marks until then, while the yen is expected 
to continue to rise with some forecasts pointing to 123 yen to the dollar 
as the next target. 


New York dosing Ratos for Major Cnrrmctm Against tfea 
UJL DoRar 


Current* 

27/12/91 

NEWIVK 

Close 

3/1/92 
A B0/CRK 
Close 

Percent 

Change 


i.syz 

KZZMI 

l7.3#l« 


OEM 

1.5430 - 

11-571? 1 

Swiss Franc ' 

mm 

1.S141 

4 1 1:471$-' • 

French Franc 

5.1900 

5.2*75 


Japanese Yen 

125.90 

124.65 
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Currency 

27/1/97 
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U-S. DoUar 

4.5 6 

4.31 

4.06 

4.25 

Sterling Pound 

10.il 

10.il 

10.50 

10.56 

Deutsche Mart 
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Swiss Franc 
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French Franc 
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10.15 

9.79 

Japanese Yen 
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5.40 

5.56 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

UJ5. DoUar 

.677 

.679 

Sterling Pound 

1.2501 

7.2564 

Deutsche Mark 

.4362 

.4404 

Swiss Franc 

.4920 

.4945 

French Franc 

.72*5 

.1291 

Japanese Vtn 1 

.5-727 

.5454 

Dutch Guilder 

.3*94 

.3973 

Swedish Krona 

.1202 

.1208 

Italian 

.0581 

.0584 

JMgan. Franc 

.02128 

' .02739 


S. Arabia projects $48b budget for 1992 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia's 
fin ances appear to be back on 
track after two years of severe 
strain that forced the kingdom to 
borrow abroad for the first time 
last year, economists and diplo- 
mats in die kingdom said on 
Sunday. 

Commenting on a .record 181 
Wffion riyals ($48 bfllioo) budget 
announced by King Fahd Thurs- 
day, they said that only an oil 
price upheaval could di srupt the 
new faouyancy in the Saudi eco- 
nomy. 

Saadi Arabia says it spent an 
unbudgeted $62 trillion in 1990 
and 1991 when it helped finance 
the U.S.-led military campaign to 
drive Iraq from Kuwait. 

Bankers said this covered the 
bulk of Saudi Arabia’s war- 


related costs and die 
would have no problem in raising 
cm the domestic market the 30 
bQJfon riyals ($8 billion) budget 
deficit projected for 1992. 

A substantial rise in oil produc- 
tion is largely behind the pro- 
jected increase in government re- 
venues to 151 billion riyals ($40 
billion), a 28 per cent increase on 
budgeted revenue for each of the 
previous two years. 

Oil experts calculate that this 
translates into $36 billion of oil 
earnings in 1992, slightly below 
those estimated for 1991 and well 
within oil market expectations. 

Because of Gulf war uncertain- 
ties, Riyadh did not publish a 
budget in 1991, basing expendi- 
ture on 1990 projections. 

The king said the kingdom had 


already arranged to borrow the 
funds necessary to finance its 
1992 budget shortfall. 

The bankers said that weekly 
treasury bill issues of 1.5 billion 
riyals ($400 million), which 
started in November, should be 
more than adequate. 

They saw little need for foreign 
borrowing in 1992. The kingdom 
borrowed abroad for the first 
time in 1991, raising $4.5 billion 
from international banks. 

Domestic borrowing would 
probably be enough not only to 
finance the 1992 deficit but also 
to pay for loans maturing from 
1988 and 1989 that oould total 
between eight and 16 billion 
riyals ($2 to $4 billion), they 
added. 

The government said that the 


Gulf war meant actual spending 
in 1990 and 1991 readied 472 
billion riyals ($126 billion), dou- 
ble budgeted expenditure for the 
two years. 

Diplomats said the United 
States, for example, had been 
paid S16 trillion in the past two 
years. The! r emaining $1.5 billion 
of war-related debt was expected 
to be sent to Washington very 
shortly. 

One intriguing figure given by 
the long is of 52 billion riyals 
($13.9 billion) committed to “vit- 
al projects” which he did not 
specify. This was over and above 
the ordinary expenditure of 129 
billion riyals ($34.4 billion). 

Diplomats dismissed specula- 
tion that it might be mainly for 
arms purchases but said the funds 


military 

airports 


could well cover some 
rnfirasturcture such as 
and roads. 

The budget allocates 54 billion 
riyals ($14.5 billion) for military 
and security spending, the single 
biggest item. It compares with 
51.4 billion riyals ($13.7 billion) 
for each of the previous two 
years. 

Massive quantities of weapons 
bought by Saudi Arabia since the 
end of the Gulf war are to be 
delivered over several years and 
their budget impact would be 
spread over many years, the di- 
plomats said. 

King Fahd said the budget 
priorities were for infrastructure 
and improving services for the 
kingdom’s eight million nation- 
als. 








Carlos Andres Perez 

Venezuela 
to boost 
social 
spending 
to $7.3b 

CARACAS, Venezuela (R) — 
Venezuela, plagued by growing 
civil unrest, yrifl inccgase spend- 
ing da social programmes nearly 
■fiver times toa toialdf$7J billion 
in 1992, President Carlos Andres 
Perez has said. 

In recent years, the average 
amount spent on the sector was 
$15 billion a year.. 

Mr. Perez said social services 
had declined from “years of neg- 
lect, of profound indolence” and 
that Venezuelans were justifiably 
angry at the state of their nation. 

“The people are right when 
they complain,” be said. 

He called for a “social megap- 
roject” to improve health care 
and education and to improve 
water, sewage and transport faci- 
lities throughout the country. 
Crime fighting also would be 
stepped op, the president said. 

Mr. Perez' announcement 
appeared aimed at quelling social 
unrest that in recent months led 
to violent demonstrations in 
many Venezuelan cities and 
sparked rumours of an impenefing 
coup. 

There is widespread discontent 
here because of the inflation and 
joblessness that have accompa- 
nied economic reforms, 

Mr. Perez said the increased 
soda! spending would be fi- 
nanced in part by money gained 
from the sate of state-owned com- 
panies and by loans. 

He also said m i n i m um wages 
would be raised by 30 per cent to 
about $115 a month in the cities 
and $100 a month in the rural 
areas. 


Only 36% 
expect U.S. 
economy 
to improve 
this year 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — Only 
36 per cent of Americans sur- 
veyed by a Time/CNN poD think 
U.S. economic conditions will get 
better in the next 12 months. 

_ The same percentage drink the 
economy will be unchanged, 
while 25 per cent think it will get 
worse. Time said. 

“U.S. consumers seem sudden- 
ly disillusioned with the Amer- 
ican dream of rising prosperity 
even as capitalism and democracy 
have consigned the Soviet Union 
to history's trash heap,” the 
magazine reports. 

The Time/CNN poll also shows 
65 per cent of Americans do not 
believe the United States is in a 
long-term economic decline, bnt 
a nearly identical percentage (62 
per cent) believe U.S. citizens 
cannot enjoy in 1992 the same 
standard of living as recent gen- 
erations. 

According to 84 per cent of 
those polled, the recession is still 
going on in the area where they 
five,, and 79 per cent say th. 5 
recession has cansed them to cut 
bade on their spending. 

Meanwhile, being rich and 
paying no federal U.S. income 
tax is not as easy as it used to be. 
But it still can be done. 

In fact, 397 couples and indi- 
viduals with incomes of $200,000 
or more showed no tax liability 
when they filed their retains in 
1989, the Internal Revenue Ser- 
vice (IRS) said in a report. Tbeir 
income totalled $229 milli on — 
an average of $575,000 each. 

' Another 4,192 high-income tax 
return filers paid less than five 
per cent of their earnings to the 
government; 8,495 paid between 
five per cent and 10 per. cent and 
19,114 paid a federal tax between 
10 per cent and 15 per cent. 

AH told, 32,1% couples and 
individuals with annual incomes 
of $200,000 or more paid less 
than 15 per cent of thqir earnings 
in federal taxes. On the other 
band, more dun eight of every 10 
of the 737,659 high-income peo- 
ple paid between 20 per cent and 
30 per cent 

the IRS found 2.377 returns 
reported incomes between 
$100,000 and $200,000 but paying 
no tax. 

The 397 of the richest Amer- 
icans who paid no tax on 1969 
returns compares with/ 472 in 
1988 and 595 in 1987. The IRS 
has been reporting on high-' 
income non-taxpayers since 1977, 
when there were 53. The peak 
year was in 1986, when 613 were 
reported. 


"Cinema 


CONCORD 


677420' 


Kama! Shinnawi, Farouq 

Fishawf & Najwa Fuad 

- ----- In 


J 9 ^ MAMAL DANCBS 

(Arabic) 

Stow 330, ills. 830. 1030 


— lei: bJUTI 

tlibB AI Mashini Theatre 




r Cinema Tel: ©4144 

PHILADELPH IA 

Patrick Swsyze and 
Demi Moore 
in 

GHOST 

Shows: 12-JO. 3:30, *:I5, 8 JO, 10:30 pjn. 

Special shows for children 
on Thursday and Friday 
\ at 11:30 am. 

\A boo k of heroes 


■Cinema 


RAINBOW 


On Thursday Jan. 2 at 8 p.m. 
rfeSfcre.of Abu Awwad family will resume their 

TTJertormances of 

Zaraan AI Shaklabeh 
“Somersaolt Time” 


Tickets available dally at the theatre's entrance. 


TERMINATOR “ 2 ” 
JUDGEMENT DAY 


,j , 







Show: 3:30. fcJU. &.W p.m. 



Japan asserts itself 
as world’s top investor 


TOKYO (Agencies) — Japan 
was the world's top foreign inves- 
tor in 1990 when its firms spent a 
total $48 trillion on investment 
abroad, the Ja pan Ex ternal Trade 
Organisation (JETRO) has said. 

Japanese direct investment 
overseas accounted for 22.1 per 
cent of the world's total, np from 
21.2 per cent in 1989 when Japan 
first clinched top place, said JET- 
RO in an annual report. 

The figure of $48 billion is a 
rise of 8.8 per cent over the 
previous year, said the govern- 
ment’s trade monitoring body. 

The United States ranked num- 
ber two with $33.4 billion in 
foreign investments in 1990, up 
0.1 per cent over the previous 
year, the report said. 

The 12-member European 
Community came in third with 
$29.4 billion up by 5.1 per cent. 

Overall foreign investment 
worldwide totalled $217.2 billion 
in 19 90, up by 4.6 per cent, 
JETRO said, adding that the 
pace of growth was declining. 

Foreign investment around the 
worid grew by 51.6 per cent in 
1987, 23.1 per cent in 1988 and 
23.7 per cent in 1989. 

In terms of accumulated invest- 
ment, Japan ranked third after 
the United States and Britain for 
a 20-year period up to 1990, the 


report said. 

Daiwa Securities Co. said in 
another report that Japanese 
companies, with less cash on 
band and fewer attractive targets, 
spent 79 per cent less in 1991 on 
buying or merging with foreign 
corporations. 

The spending amounted to 

434.9 billion yen ($3.46 billion), 
Daiwa added. 

The number of foreign merger 
and acquisition cases also drop- 
ped 34 per cent from 1990 to 2S9 
in 1991, it said. 

One of the major moves in 
1991 - was capital participation 
worth 133 billion yen ($106 bil- 
lion) in Time Warner Inc. of the 
United States by Japan Toshiba ■ 
Corp. and C. Itoh and Co. 

Daiwa officials said conditions 
for financing foreign mergers and 
acquisitions deteriorated rapidly, 
during the year, and foreign com- 
panies lost their attractiveness 
because of tbeir waning profita- 
bility. 

Meanwhile, they said, mergers 
and acquisitions of Japanese com- 
panies by foreign corporation fell 
18 per cent to 14 cases in 1991. 
The total spending involved, 
however, soared 731 per cent to 

177.9 billion yen ($1.4 billion). 

Another survey by a leading 

economic newspaper said that 
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FOR RENT 

Fully equipped super deluxe furnished apt. 3 bedrooms, big 
sitting room and dining room, 2 bathrooms and big kitchen, with 
tel., video set and T.V. sets. Central heating and car park. Total 
area: 168 m 2 . 

Located in Um Odaina. 

Call: 810703 


JOB OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
ENGINEERING GRADUATES 

"Required for an international company fresh 
graduates: 

CIVIL, MECHANICAL and ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS 

candidates with graduation average of 80 and above from 
recognised universities are welcomed to apply in writing to: 

P.0. Box 9139 Amman-Jordan.' 


M/S. SRI GURDEV CO., LTD, 
Manufacturer Representative 
Exporter & Commission Agent 
Address: G.P.O. Box 1573, 

291/4 Sol Paupanlch, 

Rajawongse Rd, Sampheng, 

Bangkok 10100, Thailand. 

Tel: 2245839, 2247558, 

Fax: 2246704, 

Telex: 21640 GURDEV TH. 

Dealing: Textile piece goods of all kind. 

Ready made garment. 

Auto Spare Parts in Japanese cars. 
Cosmetics. 

All enquiries are welcom e . We assure our fid services. 


An Expanding Jordanian Publishing Company 
Seeks To Hire A 

WRITER/EDITOR 

With perfect command of English and Arabic, and proven ability 
in researching, reporting, writing, and editing. The job involves a 
broad range of editorial work on newsletters, books, annual 
reports, factsheets, and other forms of publications. Subjects 
include tourism, archaeology, domestic and regional politics, 
banking, the economy, and health and education issues, with 
heavy concentration on English-language work. 

Applicants will work as part of a team of eight others, but should 
be able to assume responsibility lor planning and completing 
tasks thal include research, interviewing, writing, editing, and 
overseeing production of publications. 

Preference given to Jordanian nationals, then to other nationals 
married to Jordanians and permanently resident in Jordan. 
Previous journalistic or publishing experience preferable. Layout 
and printing knowledge is useful but not essential. The basic 
work schedule is five days a week. 

Qualified applicants should send their C.V. and sam- 
ples of their work to: Publishers, P.O. Box. 9446, 
Amman, Jordan, or by fax to 688751. The successful 
applicant would be expected to start work around Jari. 
15. 


Japanese firms were cutting back 
on capital spending in North 
America due to the recession in 
the United States. 

The survey by the national 
Nihon Keizai Shim bun of 208 
Japanese subsidiaries in the Un- 
ited States and Canada showed a 
planned 16.9 per cent cutback to 
$1,769 billion in equipment and 
plant investments for the 
Japanese fiscal year 1991. begin- 
ning April 1 and ending March 
31. 1992. The drop follows a 2.6 
dedine in fiscal 1990, it said. 

The drop was a result of cut- 
backs by almost all firms, includ- 
ing 17 auto and auto parts com- 
panies, as well as electronic goods 
makers such as Toshiba Corp. 
Toshiba slashed investments by a 
third in fiscal 1990, the survey 
found. 

The recession in the United 
States has made increased invest- 
ments unattractive. Most 
Japanese firms also remain cau- 
tious due to the yen's recent fall 
against the dollar, it said. 

The survey said an exception to 
the overall trend was NEC Corp. 
Hie electronics giant is investing 
$355 milli on to expand a semicon- 
ductor plant in the United States. 

The top Japanese investor in 
North America in 1990 was Mat- 
sushita Electric Industrial Co., 
followed by the restaurant chain 
Kyotaru Co. and Daishowa Paper 
Manufacturing Co., the Nlboa 
Keizai reported. 
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DAMASCUS (R) — Syria is 
easing hard currency regulations 
as part of a drive to encourage 
more tourists to visit the country. 
Tourism Minister Adnan Qouli 
said Sunday. 

He told reporters visitors could 
bring up to £5, COO in or out of 
Syria without declaring it to cus- 
toms. 

A regulation requiring visitors 
to change S1C0 at the official rate 
of 11.20 Syrian pounds has also 
been abolished. 

Visitors can now change money 
at the so-called neighbouring 
countries rare of 42 Syrian 
pounds to the dollar. The official 
rate is still enforced but only tor 
official dealings, economic 
sources said. 

Anyone bringing in mere than 
$5,000 mus: declare it cn arrival 
and show bank receipts fer the 
money changed when they leave . 

Visitors can bring in as much 
Syrian currency as they »KiP.t rui 
not take it out. 

Mr. Qouli said the amount 
Syrians could take out of the 
country undeclared had been 
doubled from $1, 003 to £2,Uvb. 

Syrians going to Lebanon ur.d 
Jordan can lake up to 5.000 Sy- 
rian pounds, up from 1.500 pre- 
viously. They are not allowed to 
take hard currency tc the two 
countries where they can use the 
Syrian pound. 

Other measures to boost tour- 
ism include encouragement to the 
private and joint private-public 
sectors to invesr in hotels, res- 
taurants 2 nd other projects. 

All such projects have been 
granted a seven year tax-free 
period from the first year the 
company makes profit. All mate- 
rials imported for tourist pur- 
poses are also exempted from tax 
and customs fees. 

Economic sources said the new 
regulations were part of currency 
measures armed at improving the 
productivity of the private sector 
and’ encouraging exporters. 

Recent laws allowed exporters 
to keep 75 per cent of she;r 
earnings in hard currency use 
for importing goods. 


ANNOUlieiE&IJEv 

Jordanian students desirous of pursuing studies in India 
on seif-financing basis in undergraduate courses in 
engineering and medicine as well as diploma courses in 
engineering during the academic year 1992-93 are 
advised to contact the Indian Embassy, First Circle, -label 
Amman immediately between 9 am and 12 noon with 
attested statement of marks. 

Only those with aggregate marks of 80% and 
above in their Tawjlhi examination and rceEE- 
conversant In English language wliE be consi- 
dered for admission. 


MANAGER FOR PHARMACEUTICAL DEPARTMENT 

Large group, with head offices in Sanaa, is 
looking for a qualified and experienced chemist ' 
to set up and head its new pharmaceutical! 
department in the Yemen Republic. 

Applicants must be Jordanian nationals, fluent in 
Arabic and English, and have at least five years 
experience in a similar post. 

Please mail your latest C.V., with photograph, 
to: 

Khalid & Kamal Trading Co. 
P.O.Box 38557 - Amman. 


BANKING INFORf&ATE©^ SHaSRAER 


si: 


Applicants are invited to apply for the post of 
Banking Information Specialist. 

The responsibilities of the incumbent will include 
monitoring the performance of financial institutions 
using computerised data information system to 
report progress and analyse results. 

The incumbent will also campaign to market project 
goals and objectives with the different branches of 
banks throughout the Kingdom. 

The successful candidate will possess a degree in 
Business Administration with 1 or 2 years experience 
in commercial lending, together with ability to under- 
stand and operate P.C. standard D-base pnd work- 
sheet packages. 

The candidates should also have excellent com- 
munication skills and an outgoing personality. Good 
written and spoken English and Arabic is a must 
Interested candidates to submit C.V.s to: 

P.O.BOX 830703 
Amman, Jordan 

Latest date to receive applications shall not be later ! ; 
than January 15th, 1992. Notifications for interview/ 
.will foltow. 
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TBILISI. Georgia (AP) — An 
uneasy standoff held Sunday after 
rebet leaders said they would not 
storm the parliament building 
where Georgian President Zviad 
Gamsakhurdia remained barri- 
caded. 

“I was sitting in jail for 11 
months under Gamsakhurdia. 
Let him sit in his bunker for 11 
months if he wants. There will be 
no storming unless it is provoked 
by Gamsakhurdia's supporters." 
Tebel leader Dzhaba Ioseliani 
s^id Saturday. 

At least 73 people have been 
billed and about *00 wounded in 
two weeks of fighting between 
?-ir. Gamsakhurdia loyalists and 
‘he opposition, which accuses 
him of seizing dictatorial powers 
and violating human rights. 

On Sunday, the rebels released 
a separatist leader from prison in 
a bid to broaden their support, 
the independent Interfax News 
Agency reported. 

Torez Kulumbegov had been 
jailed by Mr. Gamsakhurdia's 
government for his activities in 
South Ossetia, a str.uli comer of 
the republic where an ethnic 
minority is trying to break away 
'Tom Georgia, Interfax said. 

On Saturday, pro-Gamsakhur- 
dia forces failed to take over or 
disable a TV tower held by the 
rebels. The president's troops 
used a T-55 tank in the skirmish, 
and at least one rebei was killed. 

T17 _ ti 7*n 


The rebels have used the 
broadcasting tower to urge Geor- 
gians to obey the military council 
they formed Thursday. The coun- 
cil has claimed control over the 
former Soviet republic of 5.4 mil- 
lion people and has banned de- 
monstrations. 

It also has urged Georgians and 
South Ossetians to end their 
ethnic conflict and has promised 
that military rule of Ossetia 
would be brief. 

Meanwhile, members of the 
opposition's military council told 
reporters that, contrary to 
rumours, they were not planning 
to firebomb or storm the parlia- 
ment building. ■ 

“We have the force to take the 
parliament without (burning it 
with) gasoline, but we don't want 
to spill bleed and to act like a 
dictator," rebel National Guard 
Commander Tengiz Kitovani said 
ct a news conference. 

Mr. Kitovani also said he had a 
videotape showing schoolchildren 
being rounded up and taken to 
government house as hostages. 
Radio Russia reported. There 
was no independent confirmation 
of the report. 

Mr. Gamsakhurdia is defended 
by several hundred loyal troops. 
The fighting has devastated near- 
by buildings along Rustaveli 
Prospect, the once graceful, tree- 
lined mam street of the Georgian 


capital. 

Mr. Kitovani also indicated 
that the rebels were softening 
their long-standing opposition to 
the presence of several thousand 
former Soviet troops in Georgia. 

“They do not bother us," Mr. 
Kitovani said. 

The troops have not taken part 
iu the political violence that has 
wracked Georgia for months. 
Both opposition and government 
leaders have insisted the troops 
must leave Georgia. 

Mr. Kitovani's statement 
raised the possibility the troops 
might soon throw their support to 
him. Georgia and the Baltics are 
the only former Soviet republics 
that have not joined the new 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States. 

In Moscow, Georgia's foreign 
minister, Murman Omanidze, 
told reporters Saturday that Mr. 
Gamsakhurdia had brought 
Georgia “to the brink of ruin” 
and should resign to avoid further 
violence. 

“At the moment, reconcilia- 
tion is impossible and Gam- 
sakhurdia is doomed." Interfax 
quoted him as saying. Mr. Oma- 
nidze said he had escaped from 
government house, where Mr. 
Gamsakhurdia had imprisoned 
him for two days last month. 

Tengiz Sigua, whom the milit- 
ary council named temporary 


Mma and TajIMstasa establish ties 


PEKING (R) — China and Ta- 
jikistan established formal di- 
plomatic links Sunday as Peking 
continued to establish ties with 
the successor states to the Soviet 
Union, especially those on its 
sensitive border.* 

The New Chin3 Agency re- 
ported ‘hat a joint communique 
“as signed in Dushanbe. Tajikis- 
u?: Vs capita:, :o establish regions 
s-t ambassadorial -c-v. 

Tajik: star, is one o! three re- 
public? bordering China's Mus'im- 

minority region c f Mi- jit-." :o the 

north west. 

Peking still has tc establish ties 
with Kyrgyzstan in order to have 
relations with aJ members of the 


Commonwealth of Independent 
Slates (CIS) on its immediate 
border. 

China and Russia set up ties at 
the ambassadorial level on Dec. 
27. Peking subsequently set up 
full ties with Kazakhstan, Uzbes- 
kistan and the Ukraine. 

China has recognised all repub- 
lics of the CIS and Georgia, 
which has not yet joined the 
commonwealth, but has said it 
will negotiate full ties with each 
individually. 

China and the Republic of 
Ukraine established diplomatic 
finks Saturday. 

The New China News Agency 
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| 4 Bretons kaSSsd in AngoDa 

j LONDON (R) — Britain said Sunday it was seeking an 
: explanation from Angola over the murder of four of its citizens, 
three men and a woman, in an ambush near a camp holding 
former rebels in the south of the country. The Foreign Office said 
the victims were among a party of seven British tourists attacked 
j near QuiJengues in the southern province of Huila Friday raght. 
■ Two men were injured and one man escaped unharmed, “We are 
obviously seeking an explanation of what happened from the 
Angolan authorities but we have not received that yet,” a Foreign 
j Office spokeswoman said. The British vice-consul in Luanda, 
| Alan Marshall, had arrived in the town of Lubango, about 130 
j kilometres from the scene of the ambush, and was expected to 
speak to the survivors. The four victims were named as Mercedes 
MacKendrick, 25, Andrew Chandler, 31, Paul Couchman, 28, 
and Jai Pilbecm 27. Scotland’s Sunday Mail said Ms. MacKen- 
drick was the daughter of the newspaper’s marketing services 
controller and granddaughter of one of Britain’s most famous 
journalists. Lord Cudlipp. It said Ms. MacKendrick was crossing 
Africa on holiday with her boyfriend and had teamed up with two 
other groups o? travellers iu a convoy of three Land Rovers when 
the ambush happened near the Namibian border. 

Co 3d k503s 182 Ira BaragSadasib 

DHAKA (API — Several Burmese refugees were among the 
latest 47 deaths reported in a 12-day-old cold wave, newspapers 
said Sunday. The deaths raised the death toll to 182. At least 15 
refugees who said they fled Burma to escape torture by its military 
rulers died Saturday in makeshift camps in the eastern town of 
Cox's Bazar and Bandarban districts, the Star newspaper re- 
ported. Most of the dead are 2-to-6-year-old children, the paper 
said. Icy rain, cold winds and 4~to-7-degree Celsius (40 to 45 
degress Fahrenheit) temperatures have affected millions of 
people, many of them suffering from malnutrition and lack of 
warm clothes and shelter. Twelve deaths were reported from the 
northern district of Panchagarh where the temperature dropped 
to 4 degree Celsius (40 degree Fahrenheit) Saturday, the 
Bangladesh Times reported. Another 20 deaths were reported 
from northern and northwestern districts of Sirjaganj, Pabna, 
Gaibandha and Cbapainawabganj. The weather office said the 
cold would continue for three to four days, with intermittent 
rains. 

Salvadorean army promotes peace-maker 

SAN SALVADOR (R) — El Salvador's chief military delegate in 
peace talks with leftist rebels. Colonel Maurido Vargas, has been 
promoted a general, the armed forces announced Saturday. The 
promotion of Gen. Vargas, considered a moderate in the military, 
follows Wednesday's agreement by the U.S. -backed government 
and Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLJST) rebels 
to end their 12-year civil war. Gen. Vargas, the armed forces' 
deputy chief of staff, and National Police Chief Dionisio 
Machuca, were both promoted from colonels to the rank of 
general. Machuca was also moved from the police force, which is 
to be disbanded as part of the peace plan announced at U.N. 
Headquarters in New 1 York, and named inspector general of the 
armed forces. In addition to the promotions of Gen. Vargas and 
Machuca, 12 lieutenant colonels were moved up to the rank of 
colonel. 

Book recalls Bteeos’ last days In power 

MANILA (R) — Former Philippine dictator Ferdinand Marcos 
was a compulsive pill-taker befuddled by prescribed drugs and 
undergoing regular kidney dialysis when be was toppled by a 1986 
revolt, a new book discloses. The book breaks a palace secret, 
revealing that it was Mr. Marcos's only son, Ferdinand “bong- 
bong” Jr, who donated one of his own kidneys for transplant to 
the former president in August 1983. Marcos's body rejected the 
organ after 48 hours, it says. Another kidney, from a nephew, was 
transplanted 15 months later. It functioned for four years before 
collapsing in 1989, just before Marcos died, the book says. 
Written by Colonel Arturo Antiza, an aide who served him for 21 
years, the book entitled Ferdinand E. Marcos, Malacanang To 
MaJriki. — the Honolulu suburb which was his last home — 
reveals previously unknown details of Marcos's last years in 
power until his death in exile in Hawaii in 1989. 


said China and Ukraine signed a 
joint communique in the Ukrai- 
nian capital, Kiev, opening di- 
plomatic relations at ambassador 
level from Jan. 4. 

Chinese Foreign Minister Qian 
Qichen on Dec. 27 sent telegrams 
to the foreign ministers of 
Ukraine, Belarus, Kazakhstan, 
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan. Kyrgyz- 
stan, Turkmenistan, Georgia, 
Armenia, .Azerbaijan and Mol- 
dova. 

Mr. Qian told the republics 
that China recognised their inde- 
pendence and would discuss 
arrangements for establishing di- 
plomatic relations with them 
later. 

‘Quayle 
actively 
campaigned 
for vice 
presidency’ 

WASHINGTON (R) — Dan 
Quayle actively campaigned to 
become George Bush’s choice for 
vice president, launching an 
attention-getting effort six 
months before his selection in 
August, 1988, the Washington 
Post reported Sunday. 

At the time, Mr. Quayle 
appeared to ‘have come out of 
nowhere — a boyish, 41-year-old 
two-term senator from Indiana, 
better known for his golf game 
than as a future star on the 
national political horizon. 

But in the first of a seven-part 
series devoted to the vice presi- 
dent, the Post revealed that bis 
selection was the result of months 
of subtle, even stealthy planning. 

“You don’t run for vice presi- 
dent,” Mr. Quayle said in one of 
20 interviews conducted over the 
past six months for the articles. 
“But let me say there are ways 
you can be put on the available 
chart. And without a lot of tan- 
fare ... you do thing s as quietly as 
possible.” 

In aspiring to national promin- 
ence, Mr. Quayle explained that 
the uncertainty of politics led him 
to believe that after six or so 
years in Congress it was “time to 
roll the dice ... Time to begin to 
develop some wings and see if 
you can fly.” 

In order to position himself to 
catch Mr. Bush’s eye, Mr. Quayle 
began to execute a carefully 
orchestrated game plan including 
making more speeches in the 
Senate, writing more op-ed 
pieces for newspapers and issuing 
more press releases than ever 
before, especially on such high- 
profile issues as defence, the Post 
said. He spoke frequently with 
Mr. Bush’s campaign aides. 

Mr. Quayle also launched an 
unsuccessful low-key effort to be 
chosen to deliver the keynote 
address at the Republican con- 
vention, the paper said. 

But the turning point in his 
relationship with Mr. Bush, he 
told the Post, was his role in 
urging then President Reagan to 
.veto the entire $380 billion de- 
fence budget in the summer of 
1988 on the grounds that Demo- 
crats has stripped too much fund- 
ing from strategic weapons sys- 
j terns. 

He made the case directly to 
Mr. Bush who took his message 
to the president, Mr. Quayle 
said. Mr. Reagan vetoed the bill 
just 13 days before Mr. Bush 
picked Mr. Quayle for vice presi- 
dent. 


prime minister Friday, said the 
opposition planned to certify Mr. 
Gamsakhurdia mentally unstable 
rather than bring him to trial if he 
surrendered. But rebel leader 
Ioseliani said Mr. Gamsakhurdia 
would be put on trial. 

Meanwhile, Danish television 
said Saturday Danish military in- 
telligence officials believe there 
are still tactical nuclear weapons 
in strife-tom Georgia. 

Their view contradicts assur- 
ances given by the leaders of the 
new commonwealth of former 
Soviet republics and the official 
position of the United States, the 
television news report said. 

“Our information indicates a 
strong probability there are still 
tactical nuclear weapons sta- 
tioned in Georgia.” Lieutenant- 
Colonel V. Kide Jensen of military 
intelligence was quoted as telling 
TV news. 

The report gave no details of 
how many of the short-range nuc- 
lear warheads Jensen believed to 
be in Georgia or their location. 

It cited the official position of 
commonwealth leaders, accepted 
by the United States, that all the 
former Soviet Union's nuclear 
weapons were concentrated in 
four republics — Russia, Belarus, 
Ukraine and Kazakhstan. 

It quoted a U.S. Pentagon 
spokesman as saying “as far as we 
know there are no nuclear 
weapons of any sort in Georgia.” 

Khmer Rouge 
accuses 
Vietnam 
of breaking 
truce 

BANGKOK (R) — The Khmer 
Rouge has accused Vietnamese 
forces in Cambodia of attacking 
communes in south west Kom- 
pong Speu province late last 
month, killing and wounding 
many villagers. 

A Khmer Rouge radio report 
seen here Sunday claimed about 
200 Vietnamese in Cambodia had 
fired rockets and heavy artillery 
into villages in two communes in 
Phnom Sruoch district on Dec. 
23, killing cnildren and pregnant 
women. 

Last week die Khmer Rouge 
charged that Vietnamese forces 
had shelled Cambodian villages 

Hanoi maintains that it has. 
withdrawn all its troops from 
Cambodia since 1989. 

The Khmer Rouge Radio 
appealed to United Nations offi- 
cials monitoring an October peace 
accord to “take effective and 
concrete measures to prevent the 
Vietnamese aggressors” from 

violating a fragile ceasefire be- 
tween die Phnom Penh govern- 
ment and the three-faction guer- 
rilla group dominated by the j 
Khmer Rouge. j 


Vance reviews peacekeeping 
prospects for Yugoslavia 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
U.N. envoy Cyrus Vance re- 
viewed prospects for a 
peacekeeping force in Yugoslavia 
Sunday after the ceasefire agree- 
ment between the mam com- 
batants. 

Mr. Vance, a former U.S. 
Secretary of State, spent more 
than two hours with Secretary- 
Genearal Boutros Ghali Saturday 
and scheduled another round of 
talks with him Sunday. 

Asked if he had recommended 
deployment of a U.N. force, Mr. 
Vance told reporters: “We dis- 
cussed at considerable length the 
question of peacekeepers.” 

But Mr. Vance, although hope- 
ful the 15tb ceasefire would at last 
hold, indicated that any deploy- 
ment of U.N. troops might be 
weeks away. 

“One can tell if you watch over 
a period of days, and perhaps 
even weeks, as to whether or not 
it is going to stick,” he said. 

Mr. Vance has warned political 
leaders of Serbia and breakaway 
Croatia, and the fighters on both 
sides that he cannot recommend a 
U.N. peacekeeping force unless 
the ceasefire holds. 

Leaders of the Serbian-led 
Yugoslav army and the Croatian 
National Guard agreed to stop 
fighting on Friday in an accord 
brokered by Mr. Vance in 
Sarajevo. 

It was Mr. Vance’s fifth trip to 
Yugoslavia in search of a settle- 
ment of the conflict which has 
cost thousands of fives and dis- 
placed at least 600,000 people. 

He said he hoped the latest 
ceasefire would hold, though he 
did not exclude minor skirmishes. 

His recommendations to the 
Security Council early next week 
will be crucial. 

Diplomats said a peacekeeping 
force could be organised quickly 
but some of the main contribu- 
tors, such as Canada, had not yet 
been asked. 







Cyrus Vance 

They also said two problems 
remained. Leaders of the Serbian 
enclave of Krajina in Croatia bad 
said irregulars there would not 
lay down their arms, while some 
Croatian policemen had also in- 
dicated they were not willing to 
disarm in areas where U.N. 
troops might be deployed. 

Mr. Vance obliquely referred 
to these disputes, saying there 
were matters that still needed to 
be resolved but they were “not 
major.” 

The United Nations would de- 
ploy its troops in Serbian enclaves 
in Croatia, which would mean 
demobilising any regular or 
irregular forces there. A U.N. 
team would also be likely to go to 
flashpoints in Bosnia- Herzego- 
vina. 

Meanwhile, sporadic clashes 
marred a ceasefire brokered by 
the United Nations in Yugoslavia 
and soldiers in the field expressed 
doubts that it would last. 

Croatian and Serbian media 
reported various violations of the 
truce and each side accused the 
other of breaching the agree- 
ment. 

Croatian radio reported an 
attack on the frontline village of 
Nustar in eastern Slavonia Satur- 
day ni gh t. 

‘This is the first serious viola- 
tion of the ceasefire in this opera- 


tion group's area,” it quoted the 
Croatian military command *n 
nearby Vinkovri as saying. 

Croatian radio said a Croatian 
soldier was killed at the village of 
Sirind in western Slavonia during 
a federal army infantry attack at 
mid- morning Saturday. 

Tanjug News Agency, which 
reports from the army side, said 
the dashes erupted after Croatian 
fighters attacked positions held 
by the army and Serb irregulars. 

Croatian Radio also reported 
sporadic fighting on the Adriatic 
coast near the resort towns of 
Zadar and Sibenik. 

A more serious blow to the 
truce was the growing resistance 
to the agreement in the self- 
proclaimed Serbian enclave of 
Krajina in southern Croatia. 

Krajina leader Milan Babk, 
increasingly a wild card in the 
Yugoslav crisis, said be opposed 
disarming local Serbian paramilit- 
ary units as envisaged in the U.N. 
peace plan. 

“We have to express our dis- 
agree men t with the plan to dis- 
arm legal armed forces of the 
Republic of Serbian Krajina. 
while the proposed plan does not 
envisage disarmament of the Cro- 
tian armed formations,” Mr. 
Babic said. 

On the battlefronts. many 
Croatian sokfios and commanders 
said they would respect the cease- 
fire but bad no faith that it would 
hold. 

“I'm surprised by the ceasefire 
but no, I don't think it will l 2 s:,'' 
said Ivan Jankovic, deputy com- 
mander of Croatian forces in the 
Novska region of western Slavo- 
nia. “We hope it lasts but experi- 
ence has taught us otherwise." 

More than 6,000 people have 
been killed in fighting since 
Croatia declared independence 
from Yugoslavia last June, spark- 
ing a revolt by its Serbian minor- 
ity supported by Belgrade and the 
Serb-officered Yugoslav army. 



1992 critical for Canada’s ruling party 


OTTAWA (R) — Although New 
Year fireworks lit up parliament, 
Canadians have little to celebrate 
in 1992 as their country feces 
possible secession by Quebec 
amid the worst recession since the 
1930s depression. 

The Conservative government, 
despite months of consultation 
and consideration, appears no 
closer to devising a new political 
formula to satisfy mostly French- 
speaking Quebec and keep it 
from voting to secede in an Octo- 
ber referendum. 

The nation's economy, one of 
die industrialised world's most 
dynamic for much of the 1980s, 
lumbers into 1992 still mired in a 
recession. 

“There’s a ' 'ing among 
Canadians that th. _ can’t get 
worse,” said Gallup pollster 
Lome Bozinoff. 

The government of Prime 


Minister Brian Mulroney has only 
about IS per cent approval in 
opinion polls, the lowest support 
of any Canadian administration. 

The future of the party and of 
Mr. Mulroney, who won consecu- 
tive election majorities in 1984 
and 1988, looks bleak with the 
next vote necessary before the 
end of 1993. 

The government has been 
almost exclusively preoccupied 
with cobbling together constitu- 
tional amendements to allay 
Quebec’s fears that its French 
language and culture maybe 
eroding. 

A parliamentary committee on 
political reform is scheduled to 
report to the government by late 
Februaiy. Then the government 
will present amendements to par- 
liament in April. 

Some negative reaction to 
proposals made public so far 


threaten an agreement and, 
federal officials fear, risk promp- 
ting Quebec to opt for independ- 
ence in the referendum. 

Mr. Mulroney, 52, still has a 
comfortable majority in the 
House of Commons — 11 of 158 
Conservatives would have to de- 
sert him before the government 
could be defeated. 

But some government mem- 
bers sense a iack of direction. 

Several emerged from a pre- 
Christmas meeting shaking their 
heads about what track ministers 
were planning to take to avert 
political catastrophe. 

In the run-up to the 1993 poll at 
least a dozen cabinet ministers 
and members of parliament, tired 
of seven difficult years in power, 
have indicated they do not wish to 
seek re-election. 


Biash arrives in Seoul to discuss Korean detente 


SEOUL ( R) — ./resident George 
Bush arrived in South Korea Sun- 
day to discuss contentious trade 
issues and security on the divided 
Korean peninsula, the world’s 
remaining cold war flashpoint. 

But first he was scheduled to 
play tennis with South Korean 
President Roh Tae-Woo. 

The president and his wife, 
Barbara, were greeted at Seoul 
airport by Prime Minister Chung 
Won-Shik. They landed just be- 
fore 3.30 p.m. (0630 GMT) from 
Singapore on the third leg of a 
12-day Asian- Pacific tour. 

Mr. Roh and Mr. Bush were to 
meet for a game of tennis later in 
the day, according to their official 
itinerary. 

Formal talks between the two 
are to take place Monday, when 
U.S. officials say Mr. Bush is 
expected to reaffirm that the Un- 
ited States will not withdraw 
more troops from South Korea 
until a dispute over North 
Korea’s, nuclear programme is 
fully resolved. 

The United States has with- 
drawn battlefield nuclear 
weapons and 6,000 troops from 
South Korea in recent months. 
But (he withdrawal of about 
6,000 more of the 39,000 U.S. 
troops in South Korea is on hold. 

“South Korea obviously is very 
concerned about he nuclear prog- 
ramme in the North,” said a U.S. 
official who asked to remain un- 
identified. 

“We will reaffirm our intention 
not to withdraw any more of our 
troops until there is a settlement 
of that issue.” 

U.S. and South Korean 
analysts believe North Korea 
could make a nuclear weapon 
within two years, possibly less, 
unless the programme is cur- 
tailed. 

North and South Korea last 
month signed a preliminary pact 
barring nuclear weapons from the 
peninsula. 

Pyongyang insists it is not 
trying to develop nuclear 
weapons and has agreed to an 
inspection programme by the In- 


ternational Atomic Energy Agen- 
cy (IAEA). 

But the concern of both Seoul 
and Washington is that any 
bomb-grade plutonium produced 
would not be subject to inspec- 
tion under the programme. 

On Monday. Mr. Bush is to 
address the National Assembly 
and visit American troops near 
the heavily-armed border be- 
tween the two Koreas. 

Thousands of police were on 
duty in Seoul Sunday. They fear 
radical students and dissidents, 
who want Washington to with- 
draw all its troops immediately 
and stop applying trade press- 
ures, might try to attack U.S. 
Offices during the visit. 

Mr. Bush and bis wife will stay 
at the traditional Korean-style 
residence of U.S. Ambassador 
Donald Gregg in central Seoul, 
tht target of a 1989 raid by 
students. 

A group of radicals hurled tear 
gas grenades and home-made 
bombs at the house after scaling a 
wall to get into the heavily- 
guarded compound. Mr. Gregg’s 
living room was wrecked in the 
attack but no one was hurt. 

South Korea expects Mr. Bush 
to express his support for the 
South's efforts to achieve detente 
with North Korea. 

“President Bush is expected lo 
reaffirm that progress in norma- 
lising relations between the Un- 
ited States and North Korea in 
the future depends on progress in 
inter-Korean ties,’* a senior Ko- 
rean official said. 

On trade. Mr. Bush is expected 
to urge South Korea to open its 
markets more to US. goods and 
to drop its insistence that it is a 
developing economy and there- 
fore needs trade barriers to main- 
tain growth. 

“With a growth rate of 6.7 per 
cent, our pitch is they’re becom- 
ing a very mature economy,” the 
U.S. official said. 

Mr. Rob’s aides have said the 
most explosive political issue in 
South Korea — opening its rice 
market to U.S. imports — will be 


sidestepped during the visit. 

“Words such as ‘rice’ will not 
be mentioned,” the senior Ko- 
rean official said. 

Mr. Bush leaves for Japan 
Tuesday. 

Meanwhile, Singapore has 
hailed the visit by President Bush 
as a resounding success and 
pledged to promote a continued 
American presence in the region. 

“Mr. Bush’s visit was very 
good and very, very successful," 
Deputy Prime Minister Lee 
Hsien Loong told reporters at the 
airport Sunday after seeing Mr. 
Bosh off to Seoul at the end of his 
three-day stay. 

The visit saw the announce- 
ment of several new agreements 
on security, trade, investment 
and environmental issues which 
will increase U.S. presence in the • 
booming South East Asian reg- 
ion. 

Mr. Bush announced Saturday 
an agreement in principle to relo- 
cate a naval logistics command 
from Subic Bay Naval Station in 
the Philippines, the major U.S. 
base in the Pacific which the 
United States will vacate by the . 
end of the year. 

“We appreciate Singapore's 
far-sighted approach to the secur- 
ity requirements of a new era,” 
Mr. Bush said. 

President Wee Kim Wee. 
toasting Mr. Bush at a state din- 
ner Saturday night, said: 

“Although the cold war has 
ended and Communist ideology is 
discredited, the U.S. presence in 
the Asia- Pacific and continuation 
of the U.S.-Japan security 
alliance remains vital for the re- 
gion's peace and stability. 

“Singapore will do wbat it can 
under the existing memorandum 
of understanding between us to 
facilitate a continued American 
presence and interest in the re- 
gion.” 

That agreement signed in 
November 1990 and hailed by 
Washington as a model for the 
region, allows U.S. military 
planes and ships access to Singa- 
pore ports and an airfield as well 
as periodic training exercises with 


the Singapore Armed Forces. 

No similar agreements have 
-been signed with other members 
of the Association of South East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN), which 
groups Singapore with Brunei. 
Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philip- 
pines, and Thailand. 

Brunei has said it will accept 
visits by U.S. warships and 
Malaysia and Indonesia have in- 
dicated a willingness to allow 
U.S. ships to use commercial 
yards for repairs. 

“Access agreements and in- 
creased U.S.-ASEAN dialogue 
can help us work cooperatively to 
promote stability," Mr. Bush 
said. 

Washington says that because 
of modern technology and force 
deployment, a huge base like 
Subic is no longer vital though a 
logistics centre is. Military offi- 
cials say much repair and supply 
can now be done on a commercial 
basis in the region. 

In 1990, 67 U.S. Navy ships 
visited Singapore, spending $20 
million on repairs, fuel and provi- 
sions. 

Mr. Lee Sunday played down 
possible concern from Singa- 
pore’s neighbours that the move 
would constitute a new U.S. 
base, a prospect criticised in the 
past by some, notably Malaysia, 
as a threat to ASEAN principles 
of peaceful coexistence. 

“I believe everybody has been 
informed.” Mr. Lee told repor- 
ters. “These are mattere to be 
sorted out.” 

Mr. Bush proposed a new bi- 
lateral investment treaty to be 
shaped at the first meeting of 
U.S. and Singapore officials 
under another model agreement, 
the trade and investment 
framework, signed by the two 
nations in October. 

“It’s to ratify what already ex- 
ists, which is an open investment 
climate on both sides,” said a 
U.S. embassy official. “But it's 
also two-way, recognising the 
new reality that Singapore is in- 
vesting more and more in the 
U.S.” 


Paul Simon's ' 
South Africa 
tons' to proceed 

JOHANNESBURG (&) 
American anger.Pac! Shaun »iB '■ 
go ahe ad wi th a tour of Sooth . 
Africa despite growing oppug.' 
tion among black radical groua 
and a reported threat of violence, 
the tour’s promoters said Sami-' 
day. : nc Pan Africanist Congress 
(PAC) and the Azaraan People's 
Organisation (AZAPO) joined 
the liner's youth wing in impos- 
ing the visit, scheduled to start on 
Jan. 11. But Ncssor Mandela'* - 
African National Congress 
(ANCi confirmed fcs support kt 
the four, which AZAPO ‘s youth 
wing warned last week wovM 
encounter a “hostile dimals."A 
top official of the youth move- 
ment. which maintains that 
genuine pnljfcca! reform has -jqi 
yet smarted, was quoted by the ■ 
Saturday Star as saving violence * 
would be used if necessary so halt ' 
performances. 

Barr? accused of 
sexual relations with 
prison visiter 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Feder- 
al officials are interviewing wit- 
nesses who said they saw a - 
woman perform oral sex on for- 
mer Mayor Marion Barry in front 
of dozens of people in a prison 

visitors' room, government ^ 

Jegai sources said. Mr Barry’s 
iawyer Kenneth Mundy said ' 
Saturday the allegations were ... 
“totally groundless We dsnyji 
them.” lie said the complain: 
against Mr. Barry by an inmate 
named Flcyd Robertson was' 
from a “a malcontent prisoner 
} with a grudge. " r. Rcbertacn. 

serving c 55-mo. sentenct hr ■ 
distribution of a controlled subst- 
ance. said he complained ci the 
incider, x to authorites at the mini-, 
mum-security Petersburg Prison 
in Virginia last Sunday. “He was . 
sitting eigh' fee t <2 metres) away ; 
from me during the oral sex. ' 
There's no way 1 wouldn t have . 
seen It." Mr. Robertson said in a " ' 
telephone interview from federal • 
prison at Burner. North Carolina, 
whore he was moved after the 
incident. 

Dutch prostitutes 
require® to charge 
sales tax * 

-I.- 

THE HAGUE (A?) — Dutch 
prostitutes now have to charge - ... 
sales tax. but officials don't ex- ‘ 
pect to get much of a rerun: frrtn 
a profession thats part of tins 
nation’s underground economy, 
i ce 1S.5 per cent value added tax • 
for self-employed prostitutes o 
meant to eliminate their competi- 
tive edge over brothels already 
required to colled it. Finance 
Ministry spokeswoman Marietta. 
Van Vuchi said Friday. Prostitu- 
tion is legal in Holland. The 1992 
tax law stems from a 1990 court 
ruling that it was unfair to exempt. • 
self-employed prostitutes from • 
the sales tax already charged to 
brothels, m any of them run open- 
ly like night clubs. The same tax 
is included in most purchase 
prices, with the exception of 
foods and health products which 
qualify for a lower 6 per cent tax. 

But officials concede that free- 
lance prostitutes are unlikely to 
report their earnings, much less .’ 
hit their customers for sales tax. 4 
*We don't really expect major • 
revenues from this," Ms. Vac 
Vucht said, “and we’re no* about •' 
to go on c witch hunt. The idea is : 
that they are :o be treated as . 
entrepreneurs just as any other.” 

Brftisfc pigs are 
real radio foams 

LONDON |R) — Pigs on a Bntisb ^ 
farm are keeping -up with the 
news by listening to BBC World ’. 
Servio! radio broadcasts id 2d fra - •. 
guages. Toe tin roof of their sy . “ 
acts as a receiver which picks up 
signals from a powerful . British 
Broadcasting Corporation trans- 
mitter close by. “I’m sure my pig* 
know more about what’s going on 
than I do,” farmer Derek Alien, 
from Rain pi sham in southwest , ■ 
England, told British newspep- •. 
ers, “It seems to sootbfc them.” 


LONDON (R) — Police warned 
thieves who stole a fist-sized 
Guatemalan spider that it could 
do more than entertain them —.a 
single bite by it could paralyse a 
person for 10 hours. The bird- 
eating spider, called Ariadne and 
worth 70 pounds ($125), was 
stolen from a house in south 
London. Police urged anyone 
finding a Mg, blade spider with 
red hairs to treat it “with extreme 
caution." 






